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Philadelphia  doctor  returns  from  native  Romania 

Shannon  T.  Simpson 

1992,  it  was  still  possible  for  country.  They  are  a  country  with- 
“Communism  is  not  dead  ”  Americans  to  adopt  children  from  out  children.” 

That  statement,  reported  in  the  0rphanages>  31x1  many  Extreme  poverty  has  also  forced 

Ian.  30,  1992  issue  of  the  Baptist  when  the  Romanian  the  country  to  operate  under  a  lib- 

Record,  was  made  by  Philadelphia  n.„  *  R  ^  government  eral  pohcy  of  abortion.  ‘‘Many  are 
resident  and  retired  doctor  Cornel  9°. '  forc,f^  adoP'  Performed  out  of  misery,”  Petras- 

Pe.rasstivich,  after  seeing  Ms  se™Ssa5s 

ladve  Romania  for  the  flist  time  no  mom  j!SLTtl  d  the,y  ha™  .  T1™  of  poverty  would 

n  22  years.  no  more  children  to  repopulate  the  justify  such  a  policy? 

Petrassevich  brought  back  im-  ■■  .  For  1111166  months  now,  there  has 
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as  a  normal  little  American  boy. 
At  Neshoba  Central  Elementary 
School,  he  scores  100s  on  his  tests 
and  even  helps  the  other  first  grade 
children  with  their  spelling  despite 
the  fact  that  his  own  English  is 
rough. 

“People  ask  me  if  I  adopted 
Arthur,”  Petrassevich  says.  “I  tell 
them,  ‘No,  I  saved  him.’  (Silvia 
‘  being  lost  in 

the  masses  of  people  who  live  in 
poverty,  and  the  children  who  will 
most  likely  grow  up  to  be  crirni- 

Next  week,  Southern  Baptist 
work  in  Romania. 


found  a  kind  of  zoo  —  five-  to  six- 
year-olds  were  acting  as  servants 
to  the  older  ones,  age  18-20.  The 
older  boys  use  the  younger  ones  to 
lie,  steal,  and  hide  food  for  them.” 

It  took  some  time  for  Arthur  to 
stop  hiding  his  own  clothes,  food, 
and  gifts  under  his  pillow  once  out 
of  the  orphanage. 

and'n6]1  a S**7  diel  of  cabba«e  «*i) I  saved  him  from 
ana  oil,  Arthur  even  now  shuns 

meat  “He  tells  his  mother  he  is  a 
little  rabbit,”  laughs  Petrassevich. 

“But  he  is  slowly  learning  to  eat  nals 
meat,  by  example.” 

Now,  Arthur  is  adjusting  to  life 


been  no  milk  in  Bucharest,” 
Petrassevich  says.  “In  the  middle 
of  the  night  families  stand  on  line 
to  get  milk  from  China*  I  don’t 
know  what  kind  of  a  cow  it  comes 
from,”  he  laughs,  “but  it’s  so  bad, 
they  call  it  ‘fear  of  death’  milk.'’ 

Petrassevich ’s  persistence  paid 
off,  however,  when  he  welcomed  a 
new  grand-nephew  to  the  United 
States.  Arthur,  age  7,  came  to  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Dec.  20  from  Gavojdia, 
Romania. 

Many  previous  attempts  to  bring 
a  child  back  to  the  United  States 
were  stonewalled  by  the  Romanian 
government.  Finally,  an  American 
agency  —  H.O.L.T.  (under  the 
umbrella  of  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service)  —  helped 
Petrassevich  and  Silvia  wade 
through  the  bureaucracy. 

After  finding  Arthur,  they  had  to 
wait  three  months  before  he  could 
leave  the  country.  Nine  times, 
Arthur’s  director  (the  equivalent  of 
our  social  worker)  went  to  the 
government,  trying  to  obtain  per- 


Croatia 


yLtuJT'  £turaed  to™  30  ex,end6d  visit  in  the  former  country  ol 
8  avia  where  war  has  raged  unabated  for  more  than  two  years  1 
unprepared  for  the  devastation  which  I  encountered  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  Croatia  and  Bosnia.  It  is  estimated  that  40%  of  the  villages  and 
towns  in  Croatia  have  been  destroyed  or  partially  destroyed.  Even  1^ 

°f  VI0,ent  war  on  their  buildings  and  houses  All 
catde,  beef  and  dairy  cattle,  have  been  slaughtered.  All  stores  of  seed 
com  are  exhausted  so  there  is  nothing  to  plant  this  spring. 

Perhaps  the  most  troubling  of  all  is  the  plight  of  30,000  Muslim 
hS?  whobave  h^11  vfofently  raped.  In  the  week  I  was  there,  300 
babies  were  born  of  these  rapes.  A  Muslim  woman  lawyer  herself  liv- 
ing  in  squalor  in  a  refugee  camp,  told  me  that,  by  Muslim  law  the  bod- 
jes  of  Aese  women  have  been  defiled.  By  Muslim  law  their  husbands 

^  thfn  If  d0  not-  their  fathers  have  that  right. 
Southern  Baptists  have  been  carrying  on  a  feeding  program  for 

sns^0,000  rcR,irS  £ 

rna.  PJans  are  being  prepared  to  bnng  in  beef  and  dairy  cattle  replace- 

■ £1?  secure  f*:3?  w,th  a  breeding  program.  Forty  tons  of  seed 
corn  is  being  procured  for  immediate  shipment  with  more  on  the  way 

lsoPen  t0  the  gospel  and  the  response  is  overwhelming.  We 


■  mission  for  his  exit  to  the  States. 

During  that  time,  the  boy  lived 
with  Silvia’s  former  school  teacher 
irad  ^ugoJ-  ^he  taught  him  rudimen- 
Inad  readin*  ■«*  writing,  physical 
educat100’  and  many  other  skills 
•a0®  ^nerican  children  take  for  grant- 

cii0  Arthur  was,  Petrassevich  recalls, 
e'  living  “like  a  prisoner”  in  the 


NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (EP)  —  FMmm  magazine  ia  responding  to 
owtel  realitie*  wiUi  toned-down  coven.  According  to  reUe’s: 
niMhfeteg  New*,  the  move  to  celebrity  coven  ie  an  effort  to  com¬ 
bat  retailer  icantaace  to  sexually  explicit  material.  "Since  we’ve 
*»*•  •«  celebrity  coven,  we’re  at  1,000  new  outlet*.  and  6,6000 
tbwtliwdriyal  their  blinder  board*,"  said  Penthouse  escalation 
rirtiLtxi,  James  Maniae.  The  effort*  of  anti-pornography  ereader* 
h^ve  hart  hriktan.  Six  yean  ago  pabKaher  Bob  Oaccione  prc 
*cted  that  an  company  woald  hit  $1  billion  in  aale*  by  1992,  bat 
mvenae.  have  peaked  at  $175  million.  Newsstand  .ale*  have 
dropped  from  about  four  million  to  1.25  million,  mid  in  1991  the 
company  laid  off  120  of  about  620  ataffcn.  Oaccione  blame*  the 
pom- bashing  effort*  of  the  Reagan  administration,  in  part,  for  hit 
company  *  difficult**,  and  hope*  that  thing*  will  improve  under 
'i  I  Clinton.  W,th  the  new  Admuuslrarion.  we’re  hopeful  thit  will 
“*"•*  “Wi  rerame  oar  expansion  of  escalation  mid  rev- 


beheven  who  want  to  aend  their  pnyen  to  God  by  PAX  A  Bczek 
employee  wiD  take  the  PAX  and  tluff  it  into  a  crevice  in  the  Weate 
afro  known  m  the  “Wailing  Wall.”  One  lew,*  tradition  hold 
that  prayers  Huffed  between  the  Hone  block*  of  the  wall  are  likely  l 
be  answered  favorably. 


A  S*"  Diet°jmry  •“»  nltd  in  favor  of  urologist  Howad  Lowe, 
ho  ‘topped  bearing  a  homosexual  patient  for  impotence  after  lean 
f  that  the  patient  had  AIDS.  Lowe  aaid  he  fcaed  he  could  be  con- 

adw"8 10  ^  ***^1*"  AIDS  P*6enl  V*'ch*el  Lowe 


*0R  THE  NEW  SATELLITE  POWN- 
UNK  ALLOWING  USTO  PROJECT 
TO  THE  NATION  OUR  BALANCED 
PORTFOLIO  OF  MINISTRIES, 

WE  PRAISE  THEE.  * 


uy  Henderson 


Tense,  emotional,  high  drama,  the  CBF  and  the  FMB.  aries  would  appreciate  the  prayer 

and  shell-shocked  are  just  some  of  Considering  the  autonomy  of  support. 

the  terms  describing  the  Foreign  Baptist  organizations,  I  find  it  a  Ease  up,  WMU.  The  CBF  is 
Mission  Board  trustees’  recent  bit  strange  for  one  agency  to  able  to  support  its  own  mission 
meeting  with  the  Woman’s  Mis-  instruct  an  auxiliary  on  what  it  can  work.  Let  brotherly  love  continue, 
sionary  Union.  Frustration  is  the  and  cannot  do.  All  will  agree  that  our  mission 

term  to  describe  the  results.  Another  trustee  said  the  whole  program  is  more  valuable  than 

After  the  meeting,  Dellanna  thing  appears  as  part  of  a  plot  by  fragile  egos. 

O’Brien  spoke  of  being  treated  mock  rates  to  pull  the  WMU  out  of  Bear  in  mind  the  WMU’s  deci- 
with  suspicion  in  an  unfriendly  the  SBC.  Pray  tell,  do  we  have  sion  was  to  provide  prayer  support 
atmosphere.  Trustee  after  trustee  any  organization  more  Southern  and  resources  for  additional 
rose  to  ask  explanation  of  the  Baptist  than  the  WMU?  Southern  Baptist  mission  groups. 

WMU  for  supporting  a  group  Surely  the  WMU  and  the  FMB  This  was  presumed  by  some  to 
(Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship)  will  find  a  way  to  work  together,  mean  only  the  CBF.  The  WMU 
not  sanctioned  by  the  SBC,  chang-  The  SBC  needs  both  organiza-  has  not  endorsed  the  CBF.  Must 
ing  its  focus  without  consulting  tions.  The  illustrious  history  and  we  now  begin  to  instruct  the 
with  the  grassroots  Baptists,  and  rich  tradition  of  the  FMB  and  WMU  for  whom  they  should 
having  disdain  for  the  conserva-  WMU  have  paid  huge  dividends  pray?  Will  it  be  wrong  to  sell 
live  stance  of  the  SBC.  in  world  missions.  It  would  take  resources  to  CBF  and  others  since 

O’Brien,  WMU  executive  direc-  years  to  duplicate  either  organiza-  the  Sunday  School  Board  has  been 
tor,  answered  all  questions  but  tion.  doing  that  for  years? 

hardly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  If  this  current  trend  continues.  Meanwhile,  the  WMU  can  cheer 
trustees.  The  “WMU  is  not  aban-  3,800-plus  missionaries  will  be  up!  Morris  Chapman  and  the  offi- 
doning  its  traditional  support  of  greatly  disturbed  and  a  great  mis-  cers  of  the  SBC  want  to  talk  with 
SBC  causes,”  she  declared.  sion  program  will  be  possibly  you.  Hopefully  the  lion’s  den  will 

One  trustee  stated  that  the  FMB  interrupted.  be  a  bit  more  friendly.  This  meet- 

and  the  CBF  “can’t  walk  together”  Ease  up,  trustees.  Let  the  WMU  ing  will  take  place  Sunday  night, 
because  of  their  differences;  there-  reach  out  to  other  ministries.  It  Feb.  21,  just  prior  to  the  Executive 
fore,  it  seems,  neither  can  the  will  not  hurt  the  Lottie  Moon  Committee’s  winter  meeting  in 
WMU  walk  in  harmony  with  both  offering;  certainly  all  our  mission-  Nashville. 


Still  a  bargain 


The  Southern  Baptist  Educa-  Mobile  College,  $5,090;  Stetson  Texas,  $6,590;  and  Oklahoma  _  *  LL. 

tor,  January  1993  issue,  carried  a  University  in  Florida,  $11,110;  Baptist  University,  $5,386.  (This  Jp  IOSv0I  U  PTil  W  lifl 

list  of  tuition  cost  of  Baptist  col-  Mercer  University  in  Georgia,  information  was  furnished  by  the  O 

College  Boards  By  Arthur  L.  Walker 

Scholarship  Ser-  .  .  .... 

vices.)  The  theme  “Faith  Fosters  which  emphasized  both  mtellec- 

Nearly  all  the  col-  Growth”  emphasizes  that  the  tual  and  spiritual  pursuits, 
leges  reflected  a  Christian  believer  seeks  true  In  Baptist  history,  William 
tuition  increase  over  maturity.  This  means  that  the  Carey  placed  his  greatest  empha- 
the  previous  year,  believer  must  grow  both  intellec-  sis  on  organizing  schools,  teach- 
Tuitions  at  Grand  tually  and  spiritually.  It  is  the  way  ing,  and  the  translation  of  the 
Canyon  in  Arizona  to^love  God  with  one’s  mind.”  Bible  into  the  language  of  those 
($6,330),  Clear  Southern  Baptist  educational  he  sought  to  win  to  Christ.  He 
Creek  in  Kentucky  institutions  are  committed  to  this  saw  intellectual  pursuits  as  a  way 
($2,000),  North  dual  growth.  As  the  professors  to  win  persons  to  faith  in  Christ. 
Greenville  in  South  and  staff  members  in  these  The  earliest  Southern  Baptist 
Carolina  ($5,900),  schools  encourage  intellectual  state  conventions  each  organized 
and  William  Carey  growth,  they  also  encourage  the  schools  to  foster  intellectual 
in  Hattiesburg  students  to  become  believers  and  growth  and  to  provide  religious 
($4,000)  remained  t0  develop  spiritually.  leaders  for  a  new  generation, 

the  same  as  the  pre-  Spiritual  development  results  as  This  led  to  the  development  of 
vious  year.  Admin-  both  faculty  and  students  inte-  Southern  Baptist  theological  edu- 
istrators  are  trying  grate  their  personal  faith  with  cation. 

hard  to  give  quality  their  professional  and  intellectual  Southern  Baptist  higher  educa- 
education  at  an  development.  Concern  for  spiri-  tion  has  stressed  that  the  dual 
affoidable  price.  tual  development  is  the  valuer  emphasis  on  intellectual  and  spir- 
February  21  is  added  element  in  church-related  itual  growth  is  a  significant  way 
Baptist  Seminary,  education.  to  fulfill  God’s  calling  in  one’s 

College,  and  Schooi  The  close  tie  between  faith  and  life.  Many  see  higher  education 
Day  on’the  denomi-  learning  has  long  been  evident  in  as  a  way  to  heed  the  admonition 
national  calendar.  Christian  experience.  Early  of  Peter  to  “grow  in  the  grace  and 
Acquaint  your  chil-  Christian  teachers  saw  the  need  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and 
dren  with  our  Mis-  for  Christian  schools  where  this  Savior  Jesus  Christ”  (2  Peter 


sities.  Mississip¬ 
pi’s  three  Baptist 
schools  are  look¬ 
ing  great...  at 
least  if  you  have 
to  pay  the  tuition. 

Blue  Mountain 
College’s  tuition 
is  listed  at 
$3,556,  Missis¬ 
sippi  College’s  is 
$5,316,  and 
William  Carey 
College,  an  even 
$4,000.  To  some, 
this  may  be  terri¬ 
ble  expensive  but 
if  you  compare  it 
with  other 
schools,  it’s  a  bit 
more  palatable. 

The  neighbor¬ 
ing  states  of 
Alabama  list 
Samford  Univer¬ 
sity  at  $7,064, 

Louisiana  Col¬ 
lege  at  $4,870, 

Carson- New  man 
in  Tennessee  at  $7,140,  and 
Arkansas’s  Ouachita  University  is 
$5,800. 

Other  nearby  schools  are: 


Blue  Mountain 


William  Carey 
(Miss.) 


$4,870 


$5,316 


Miss.  College 
(Miss.) 


$5400 


Ouachita 

(Ark.) 


$6,590 


Baylor 

(Texas) 


$12,000 


Wake  Forest 

(N.C.) 


Source:  College  Board  Scholarship  Service 

$10,287;  Georgetown  in  Ken-  sissippi  Bap 
tucky,  $6,810;  William  Jewell  in  feel  better  a 
Missouri,  $8,970;  Wake  Forest  in  dren  will  i 
North  Carolina,  $12,000;  Baylor  in  blessed. 
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FMB  chairman  says 


THE  SECOND  FRONT  PAGE 


By  Erich  Bridges  Sfyr  Haptt Bt  iSmiri) 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  The 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  trustee 
chairman  said  Feb.  8  he  was  mis¬ 
quoted  when  he  reportedly  com-  things  happen 
pared  changes  in  Woman’s  Mis-  not  happen, 
sionaty  Union  policy  to  adultery.  Greg  Warner,  ABP’s  executive 
John  Jackson  reportedly  told  the  editor  and  author  of  the  disputed 
Chattanooga  News-Free  Press  news  story,  told  Baptist  Press  he 
Jan.  -10  that  WMU  aid  to  both  the  reported  the  incident  accurately 
Foreign  Mission  Board  and  the  “A  lot  of  people  would  like  to 
moderate  Cooperative  Baptist  Fel-  think  (Jackson)  was  misquoted 
lowship  would  be  like  a  wife  but  it’s  not  true,”  Warner  said 
telling  her  husband:  “He  was  given  a  chance  to  dis- 

I  have  another  man  that  I  want  own  the  quote  as  it  was  originally 
to  be  married  to  as  well.  I  know  reported  Jan.  10  (by  the  Chat- 
that  we  ye  had  such  a  good  work-  tanooga  News-Free  Press)  and 
mg  relationship,  but  I  know  that  did  not  do  that,”  Warner  said. 

Irdnd  ^  *  bring  him  into  “The  second  interview  took  place 

°Ut  ,  .  a  t  .  ,  weI1  after  he  became  aware  of 

..  day’  Jackson  learoed  WMU’s  actions.  They  were  no 

the  WMU  executive  board  had  longer  hypothetical.  But  at  that 
announced  a  plan  to  expand  point  he  did  not  disown  his  origi- 
WMU  s  base  and  activities.  Part  nal  analogy.  In  fact  he  expounded 
of  the  plan  calls  for  cooperating  on  it.  So  I  have  to  assume  it  still 
with  Southern  Baptist  mission  represented  his  view.  I’ll  leave  it 
groups  other  than  the  Home  and  to  him  to  further  explain  it  ” 
Foreign  Mission  Boards,  presum-  Told  of  Warner’s  resnons** 


did  say  it.  But  I  said  it  prior  to  the  J 

(WMU)  meeting  in  regard  to  a  Thursday,  February  18, 1993 
hypothetical  question  if  pertain 

Those  things  did  V  ry  /'“>« 
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new  mission  effort 


.  ,  0  -  _  .  _  -  o - AAiv.uwiug,  UR,  UIVA1C1 

with  top  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
tion  officials  Feb.  21  to  explain  and  forge  relationships  with  ev; 

U/hv  fhu  nmunirrotBAfi  in - -  -«• « •  «  •  *  . 


■  « :  — evan-  Chapman,  who  attended  the  Feb. 

is  supporting  gehcal  missions  organizations  out-  8  session,  told  FMB  trustees  a 
T  groups  not  s,de  the  SBC.  similar  meeting  had  been  acted! 

~  SBC  leaders  warned  uled  with  leaders  of  the  Executive 

™a.n°rB2  that  if  WMU  endorsed  the  Cooper-  Committee,  which  Chapman 
rec*°r-  SBC  ative  Baptist  Fellowship,  the  Exec-  serves  as  president. 

aK?  UtivC  Comm,i,tee  mi«ht  form  its  The  meeting  will  be  held  in 
ihonal  WMU  own  women  s  agency  controlled  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Sunday  night 

dl" r°pmeet  ?LSBC'aP1P101,nted  trustees.  The  Feb.  21,  one  day  before  the  Exfcu- 
e  SBC  Exec-  105-year-old  WMU  is  governed  five  Committee  begins  its  three- 
m  .i  by  an  independent  board  elected  day  winter  meeting.  It  is  unclear  if 
i.  10  vote  by  from  the  30-plus  state  and  regional  the  session  will  be  open  to  the 
B^PUst  conventions.  press  and  public.  Most  meetings  of 

liary.  WMU  Trustees  of  the  Foreign  Mission  SBC  officers  are  not. 


area  director  for  Europe,  effective  plenary  session  two  days  later. 
March  1.  He  succeeds  Keith  Park-  Trustees  approved  a  motion  from 
er,  who  took  early  retirement  last  their  communications  committee 
year  in  protest  of  board  actions.  to  send  a  videotape  of  the  entire 
But  in  the  same  session,  trustees  two-hour  session  to  the  approxi- 
voted  to  realign  mission  work  in  mately  125  regional  organizations 
European  countries  into  two  of  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
administrative  areas  —  Western  overseas  so  the  missionaries  could 


Analysis. ... 

WMU,  FMB  collide  over  work, with  other  groups 

By  Erich  Bridges  * 


Mission  Board.” 

Randall  said  she  felt  that  state¬ 
ment  “used  to  be  valid  but  is  no 
longer.  A  Scripture  that  I  learned 
in  GAs  said  we  can’t  serve  two 
masters,  that  we’ll  love  one  and 
hate  the  other.” 


eaders  of  the  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  and  Foreign 
'Mission  Board  —  sister 


Much  of  the  FMB  trustees’  con¬ 
cern  focbsed  on  the  WMU’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  provide  prayer  support  and 
resources  for  additional  Southern 
During  a  tense  two-hour  session.  Baptist  mission  groups  —  presum- 
board  trustees  questioned  WMU  ably  including  the  Cooperative 
Executive  Director  Dellanna  Baptist  Fellowship.  The  fellowship 
O’Brien,  WMU  President  Carolyn  is  not  specifically  mentioned  in 
Miller,  Associate  Executive  Direc-  WMU’s  approved  recommenda- 
tor  June  Whitlow  and  Ellen  tions. 

Teague,  WMU  leader  and  presi-  That  move,  said  trustee  Bill 
dent  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Blanchard,  a  Tennessee  pastor,  is 
Baptist  Convention.  The  questions  “a  radical  departure  from  our  past 
focused  on  the  WMU  executive  cooperative  efforts”  in  supporting 
board’s  January  vote  to  assist  mis-  only  “Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
sion  groups  other  than  the  South-  tion-sanctioned”  mission  work, 
em  Baptist  Foreign  and  Home  Blanchard  repeatedly  asked  if 
Mission  boaids.  WMU’s  study  committee  had 

A  clear  division  of  opinion  attempted  to  poll  or  inform  local 
quickly  emerged.  WMU  leaders  about  the  “sweeping 

WMU  leaders  believe  they  are  decisions”  it  was  contemplating 
responding  to  a  changing  society  and  if  the  decisions  really  repre- 
and  a  changing  Southern  Baptist  sented  grass-roots  opinion, 
scene,  where  churches  and  individ-  WMU  is  by  nature  a  grass-roots 
uals  are  exploring  a  variety  of  organization,  O’Brien  responded, 
choices  in  mission  participation.  Its  executive  board  is  made  up  of 
They  said  they  have  no  intention  state  WMU  leaders  who  come  to 
of  backing  down  on  what  they  meetings  with  the  “freshness  of  the 
have  done  in  the  past  —  support-  local  church.”  Advance  surveys, 
ing  Southern  Baptist  missions  and  letters  and  requests  for  prayer  also 
helping  raise  millions  of  dollars  were  distributed  widely,  the  WMU 
annually  for  the  two  denomina-  leaders  said,  and  listening  sessions 
tional  mission  boards.  But  they  were  held  at  the  Jericho  missions 
said,  at  the  same  time,  they  want  to  .festivals. 

“It’s  hard  to  say”  how  closely 
the  final  decisions  mirror  every 
local  WMU,  O’Brien  acknowl¬ 
edged  as  Blanchard  pressed  the 
question.  “But  (the  new  policy)  is 
different  only  in  that  our  denomi¬ 
nation  is  different.” 


WMU  LEADERS  DIALOGUE  WITH  FMB  —  Dellanna  O’Brien  (left),  be  a  tendency  toward  trying  to 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  executive  director,  answered  questions  during  understand  where  we  were.  I  don  t 
a  tense  two-hour  session  Feb.  8  with  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  we  8°*  a  S***1  hearJn8 
Board  trustees.  The  WMU  leaders  and  board  trustees  strongly  disagreed  questions  seemed  more  desired 
Feb.  8  over  recent  changes  in  WMU  policy  which  opened  the  door  for  to  express  frustration  than  elicit 
WMU  assistance  to  Southern  Baptist  mission  groups  other  than  the  two  information, 
denominational  mission  boards.  O'Brien  is  flanked  by  WMU  President  .  I  think  it  was  significant  that 
Carolyn  Miller  (right).  Ellen  Teague,  WMU  leader  and  president  of  the  Dis-  there  was  not  a  kind  word  for 
trict  of  Columbia  Baptist  Convention,  and  WMU  Associate  Executive  WMU  after  a  century  of  WMU 
Director  June  Whitlow  also  participated  in  the  dialogue.  (BP  photo  by  support  for  the  Foreign  Mission 
Sandy  King)  Board,  O’Brien  said.  “Rather,  we 

were  treated  with  suspicion.  I 

The  fellowship  is  “only  one  of  a  who  said  be  sensed  “almost  a  dis-  think  it  would  be  safe  to  say  it  was 
number  of  organizations  that  dain”  among  WMU  leaders  for  the  unfriendly.” 
might  come  to  us.”  •  current,  conservative  stance  of  the  „  Where  do  the  two  agencies  go 

Asked  for  her  personal  assurance  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  from  here?  “It’s  up  to  (the  Foreign 

of  commitment  to  Southern  Bap-  “It’s  a  sense  of  wanting  to  stay  Mission  Board  trustees),”  O’Brien 
tist  Convention  programs,  O’Brien  within  the  context  (of  the  SBC),  answered.  “We’re  committed  to  do 
said  when  she  was  elected  to  lead  but  not  walking  with  (it),”  he  said,  what  we’ve  done  in  the  past.  And 
WMU  she  was  told  “I  no  longer  “My  concern  is  that  with  some  of  we’re  hopeful  they’ll  want  to  coo- 
have  a  personal  opinion.  When  I  the  directions  of  the  moderate  con-  tinue  the  partnership”  and,  after 
speak,  I  speak  for  WMU....  But  as  servatives  in  our  denomination  —  frustration  subsides,  “give  us  a 

the  CBF  and  others  —  that  for  you  chance  to  show  we  have  no  inten- 
to  be  in  harmony  with  them  and  m  lion  of  backing  down  on  what 
harmony  with  us  creates  a  great  we’ve  done  in  the  past” 

O’Brien  acknowledged  the 
timing  of  WMU’s  policy 
changes  —  soon  after  the 
inly  have  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
red  than  promoted  its  first  mission  offering 
-  foal  we  and  signed  on  former  FMB  Presi- 
..  Keith  Parks  to  lead  its  mis- 
i  aim1’— make  the  woman’s 
sl”  *  agency  vulnerable  to  criticism, 
followed  Bat  to  have  delayed  “would  have 
e  Phyllis  pot  us  farther  behind  in  respond- 

_ I _ at  -a - - -  • _  n  -  -■ _ ww _ 


Foreign  Mission  Board 
trustees,  in  contrast,  feel  the 
WMU  is  abandoning  the 
long-cherished  unity  of  Southern 
Baptist  Convention-sponsored 
mission  efforts  to  aid  splinter 
groups  like  the  moderate  Coopera¬ 
tive  Baptist  Fellowship. 

In  January  the  WMU  executive 
board  considered  changes  pro¬ 
posed  from  an  ad  hoc  committee 
named  last  year.  The  board  adopt¬ 
ed  a  plan  to  expand  WMU’s  base 


prayer  efforts  and  projects.  Asked  for  her  pc 

7  pray  the  day  will  never  “We  didn’t  cause  it;  we  are  only  of  commitment  t< 
come  that  we  as  South-  recognmng  it’s  there  ”  O’Brien  ^  Convention  pi 

.  said.  WMU  wants  to  broaden  its  said  when  she  wa 

rrn  Baptists...  cannot  base  in  hopes  “people  who  choose  WMU  she  was  t< 

walk  with  another  Bap-  to  do  missions  a  little  differently"  have  a  personal  < 

__  ______  will  stay  involved.  speak,  I  speak  for 

tist  or  another  person  Trustee  Don  Purvis,  a  South  Car-  a  (former)  missfo 
who  believes  in  Jesus  olina  pastor,  said  be  was  partly  a  eign  Mission  Boa 

Christ  ” _ Alma  Hunt  product  of  WMU,  which  rent  him  commitment  to  it' 

to  Royal  Ambassador  camp  as  a  O’Brien  was  a  missionary  to  deal  of  problems  in  my  heart” 

— boy,  and  he  had  nurtured  a  good  Indonesia  for  12  years  with  her  Because  the  FMB  isn’t  in  agree- 
>d  activities  by  cooperating  with  relationship  with  the  women’s  husband,  Bill,  the  board’s  former  ment  (with  CBF)  “we  can’t  walk 

>uthem  Baptist  mission  groups  organization  for  30  years  as  a  pas-  executive  vice  president  together,”  he  said..,“r 

her  than  the  Home  and  Foreign  tor.  Phyllis  Malcom,  trustee  from  assured  —  and  I’d  oertai 

[ission  Boards  —  and  perhaps  MBut  I’m  concerned,”  Purvis  Georgia,  asked  with  emorioo  what  to  he  more  deeply  assui 
ith  some  other  evangelical  mis-  said,  “about  (WMU)  relationships  she  would  teach  her  young  Girls  in  what  I’ve  heard  today  — . 

ons  groups.  with  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fel-  Action  mission  group  if  WMU  can  in  deed  and  in  truth  come  to  a  dent  R. 

Such  aid  would  come  in  the  form  lowship,”  an  organization  Purvis  changes.  If  WMU  no  longer  sup-  kind  of  understanding  in  which  Sion  at 

F  literature,  prayer,  and  other  believes  draws  support  away  from  ports  SBC  causes  only,  they  won’t  there  can  be  a  sense  o‘ 

sources,  not  in  helping  raise  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  know  “what  their  roots  are,”  Mai-  A  chorus  of  “ame 
fe rings  for  missions,  according  “It’s  the  same  concern  I  had  for  25  com  said.  Goodwin’s  words.  Ti 

WMU  leaders.  years  when  my  friends  to  the  far  Randall  of  Virginia  then  quoted  mg”  to  changes  in  Southern 

WMU  also  voted  in  January  to  right  took  their  churches  out  of  the  od  showed  me  we  don't  retired  WMU  executive  director  tist  life,  O’Brien  reiterated. 

>come  more  involved  in  promot-  convention.”  I  yneed  to  be  concerned  about  Alma  Hunt,  who  once  wrote  in  a  time  is  gone  when  we  can  e 

ig  mission  volunteensm,  to  WMU  spoke  against  those  earfi-  VJ  the  Cooperative  Baptist  history  of  the  WMU  feat  the  orga-  women  to  come  past  becaui 

new  a  tradition  of  «p»»king  and  er  efforts  to  divide,  he  said.  “Give  Fellowship,”  she  continued.  “We  nization  “has  no  program  of  her  have  a  program  in  the  church 

:ting  on  social  issues,  and  to  me  some  assurance  WMU  is  not  need  to  be  concerned  about  the  own.  Our  program  is  that  of  the  Bridge*  is  news  editer,  I 
xept  financial  contributions  for  going  to  be  supplying  something  words  coming  down  from  you....  Hook  Mission  Board  and  Foreign  and  Information  Office,  FM 


Draper  cites  concerns,  actions 
in  ‘state  of  the  board’  address 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  A  short¬ 
term  future  “ripe  with  opportuni¬ 
ties  and  challenge”  will  lead  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  to  a 
long-term  future  of  greater  busi¬ 
ness  and  ministry  effectiveness 
than  ever  before,  President  James 
T.  Draper  Jr.  told  the  agency’s 
trustees  Feb.  8. 

In  a  “State  of  the  Sunday  School 
Board”  report.  Draper  said  while 
be  is  “extremely  optimistic  about 
where  we’re  headed,”  administra¬ 
tion  concerns  need  trustee  under¬ 
standing,  support,  and  assistance  to 
reach  “die  potential  that  is  ours  for 
touching  lives  with  the  gospel  into 
the  21st  century.” 

The  nine  concerns  he  listed  are: 

—  flat  to  declining  sales.  After 
factoring  out  price  increases,  the 
board’s  total  revenue  has  experi¬ 
enced  real  growth  in  only  four  of 
the  past  10  years,  with  growth  peri¬ 
ods  attributed  to  single  products 
such  as  The  Baptist  Hymnal,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1991. 

—  declining  dated  church  litera¬ 
ture  unit  sales.  From  1982-83  to 
1990-91,  unit  sales  of  dated  church 
literature  products  declined  8%  or 
almost  4.4  million  units. 

—  profitability.  Only  four  of  the 
board’s  17  programs  —  Sunday 
School,  church  music,  church 
administration,  and  family  ministry 
—  have  generated  a  net  contribu¬ 
tion  in  each  of  the  last  three  years. 

—  a  poor  track  record  for  new 
business  ventures.  The  board  must 
step  up  efforts  in  new  ventures 
within  the  context  of  what  it  does 
best,  accompanied  by  sound  busi¬ 
ness  planning. 


By  Charles  Willis 

—  contribution  of  products. 
Seven  percent  of  board  products 
provide  94%  of  product  financial 
contribution.  In  1990-91,  5,679 
products  were  produced  under  six 
sales  classifications.  Approximate¬ 
ly  1,900  products  generated  no  net 
financial  contribution. 

—  the  image  of  the  board  among 
customers.  Research  in  a  recent 
image  study  showed  frustration 

Only  four  of  the 
board's  17  programs — 
Sunday  School ,  church 
music ,  church  adm.t 
and  family  ministries , 
have  generated  a  net 
contribution  in  each  of 
the  last  three  years . 

with  the  board  on  the  part  of  some 
customers.  Among  comments  from 
respondents  was  the  observation 
that  the  board  is  a  tremendous 
resource  for  Southern  Baptists  that 
will  have  less  influence  in  the 
future  if  it  does  not  change. 

—  products  which  sell  well  but 
don’t  generate  income.  Three  prod¬ 
ucts  which  have  sold  well  but  have 
not  vet  contributed  financially  to 
the  board  are  the  Holman  Bible 
Dictionary,  Anita  Bryant’s  A  New 
Day,  and  The  New  American 
Commentary. 

—  consistent  mechanisms  to 
secure,  organize,  and  evaluate 
feedback. 


“While  we  have  done  many 
things  well,  there  also  are  areas 
where  improvement  is  needed,” 
Draper  told  trustees.  “Already  we 
are  taking  steps  to  address  these 
and  other  concerns.” 

Among  those  he  cited  are  1) 
development  of  a  corporate  vision 
statement,  core  values,  operating 
principles  and  business  and  finan¬ 
cial  objectives;  2)  a  move  from 
heavy  emphasis  on  operational  and 
budget  planning  to  beginning  with 
strategic  planning  and  business 
planning;  3)  development  of  a 
business  planning  process;  4) 
restructuring  the  financial  analysis 
task  force  to  identify  problem 
areas,  5)  placing  priority  attention 
on  the  image  of  the  board  among 
customers;  6)  adoption  of  a  leader¬ 
ship  profile  to  identify  potential 
leaders  and  invest  in  equipping 
them  for  greater  responsibility;  and 
7)  monitoring  resources  and  their 
use. 

As  of  Jan.  31,  the  number  of  reg¬ 
ular,  full-time  employees  was 
1,683,  compared  to  1,767  on  Aug. 
15,  1991,  when  Draper  became 
president,  for  a  net  reduction  of  84. 

Draper  said  other  actions  being 
taken  to  deal  with  concerns 
include:  reducing  the  number  of 
policies  and  procedures  to  simplify 
work;  restructuring  of  the  retail 
division;  planning  for  better  prod¬ 
ucts;  emphasizing  a  team  approach 
to  church  growth;  listening  to  cus¬ 
tomer  feedback;  and  cooperating, 
inside  the  board,  with  other  agen¬ 
cies  and  with  other  Christian 
groups. 

Willis  writes  for  BSSB. 


Outdated  information  corrected 
on  homosexual  rights  legislation 


A  recent  spate  of  petitions  con¬ 
cerning  homosexual  bills  in  Con¬ 
gress  demand  clarification  if 
Christians  are  to  have  an  effective 
impact  on  the  political  process. 

The  petitions  claim  that  two 
bills.  Senate  Bill  (S.)  574  and 
House  Resolution  (H.R.)  1430,  are 
alive  in  Congress  and  would  force 
churches  to  employ  and  gccept 
homosexuals.  Several  national 
religious  news  magazine^  h*ve  run 
full  page  ads  highlighting  these 
two  bills.  ■  . 

The  fact  is  that  both' S.  574  arid 
HR.  1430  died  in  cottprilpee  when 
the  102nd  Congress  adjOurhfcd  .ip 
early  October  of  last  year.  The 
bills  were  introduced  in  1991,  but 
no  action  was  taken  and  they  can¬ 
not  be  carried  over  to  the  current 
103td  Congress. 

However,  two  bills  have  been 
introduced  in  the  103rd  Congress 
that  would  prohibit  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  orientation.  These 
are  not  the  same  bills  as  those 
introduced  in  the  102nd  Congress. 
The  bills  in  the  103id  Congress  are 

*  r-> 


By  Paul  Griffin  Joaes  U 

H  R.  423  and  HR.  431. 

HR.  423  was  introduced  by 
Rep.  Edolphos  Towns  of  N.Y., 
and  would  amend  the  Civil  Rights 
Act  of  1964  and  the  Fair  Housing 
Act  to  prohibit  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  orientation.  This 
bid  has  b^en  referred  to  three  com¬ 
mittees  in  Congress — Judiciary, 
Education,  and  Labor — and  no 
hearing^  have  yet  been  scheduled. 

HR:  43l  was  introduced  by 
R^.  Henty.Waxman  of  Calif,  and 
would  prohibit  discrimination  in 
employment,  education,  credit, 
housing,  the  sale  of  goods  and  ser- 
'  vicei,  use  of  public  facilities,  or 
any  teaeraily  assisted  program 
because  of  sexual  orientation.  This 
bill  was  referred  to  the  same  com¬ 
mittees. 

Neither  of  these  bills  contain 
wording  that  exempts  churches 
and  other  religious  bodies.  How¬ 
ever,  religious  leaders  who  met 
with  President  Clinton  on  January 
14  indicated  that  he  affirmed  his 
position  that  such  anti -discrimina¬ 
tion  laws  should  not  apply  to 


churches  and  religious  organiza¬ 
tions.  In  past  sessions  of  Congress, 
similar  bills  have  been  dead  from 
introduction  and  no  hearings  or 
actions  were  taken. 

Any  attempt  to  impose  such  reg¬ 
ulations  on  churches  and  religious 
bodies  would  appear  to  be  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  “free  exercise”  clause 
of  the  First  Amendment  of  the 


U.S.  Constitution.  The  rights  of  a 
free  church  to  operate  without 
undue  encumbrances  from  govern¬ 
ment  demand  careful  analysis  of, 
and  action  on,  these  bills. 

Leaden  in  Congress  need  to  be 
informed  of  the  concerns  citizens 
have  regarding  HR.  423  and  HR. 
431.  They  do  not  need  to  receive 
petitions  and  calls  about  bills  that 
died  and  are  not  a  concern.  The 


Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission  will  provide 
updates  and  suggested  actions  on 
these  ana  otner  Mils  introduced  m 
the  103rd  Congress. 


Junes  is  executive  director, 
Christian  Action  C« 
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Bethel,  Monticello,  cuts  ribbon 


Dedication  service  and  ribbon  cutting  for  a  new  educational  building 
were  held  at  Bethel  Church,  Monticello  (Lawrence  Association),  Jan.  24 
during  the  morning  worship.  Participating  in  the  ribbon  cutting  ceremony, 
left  to  right,  were;  Peggy  Sumrall,  building  committee;  Bill  Causey,  execu¬ 
tive  director-treasurer,  Mississippi  Baptist  Conbvention  Board;  David  Oliv¬ 
er,  building  committee  chairman;  Archie  Herrin,  special  guest;  Charlotte 
Johnson,  building  committee;  Paul  Smith,  pastor;  and  Mike  Wilson,  build¬ 
ing  committee.  Building  committee  member  Kathy  Hudson  was  unablefo 
attend;  committee  members  Dick  Reeves  and  Tessie  Summers  (not  pic^ 
tured)  also  participated  in  the  ceremony. 


Brotherhood,  BWA  set 
for  May  international 
training  in  Nashville 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The 
Brotherhood  Commission  and  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance  men’s 
department  are  teaming  for  inter¬ 
national  Baptist  Men’s  and  Bap¬ 
tist  Young  Men’s  training  May 
27-30  at  the  Baptist  World  Center 
in  Nashville. 

“We’vetdesigned  the  meetings 
to  be  mutually  beneficial  to  both 
BWA  and  the  SBC  while  offering 
participants  the  maximum 
amount  of  training,”  said  W.J. 
Isbell  Jr.,  BWA  Men’s  Depart¬ 
ment  director. 

Featured  BWA  speakers  will 
include: 

—  E.V.  Hill,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  Los 
Angeles. 

—  Denton  Lotz,  BWA  general 
secretary. 

—  Theodore  J.  Jemison,  presi¬ 
dent  National  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  USA,  Inc. 

—  J.  Rea  Grant,  secretary.  Bap¬ 
tist  Union  of  Ireland. 

—  Jack  Stanton,  an  evangelist 
from  Bolivar,  Mo.,  who  directs 
lay  evangelism  for  the  BWA 
men’s  department 

—  Jerry  Clewer,  Christian 
comedian  and  Baptist  layman 
from  Yazoo  City,  Miss. 

For  more  information  or  to  reg¬ 
ister  for  Baptist  Men’s  University 
write:  Baptist  Men’s  University, 


1548  Poplar  Ave.,  Memphis,  TN 
38104.  For  more  information  or 
to  register  for  the  Sixth  World 
Conference  of  Baptist  Men  write: 
BWA  Men’s  Department,  Con¬ 
ference  Registration,  2300  Quail 
Dr.,  SE,  Bessemer,  AL  35023. 

Stewardship 
Comm,  cuts 
staff,  salaries 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The 
Stewardship  Commission  will 
reduce  its  professional  staff  by 
three  positions  and  cut  salaries  of 
other  professional  staff  by  5%, 
AR.  Fagan,  commission  presi¬ 
dent,  announced  Feb.  10. 

Fagan,  in  a  news  release,  noted 
the  commission  aLo  vut  two  posi¬ 
tions  last  year  after  retirements. 
The  reductions  will  leave  it  with 
1 1  professional  staff  members, 
compared  to  16  at  the  outset  of 
1992. 

“Economic  conditions  the  last 
few  years  have  led  us  to  believe 
that  we  should  take  the  lead  in 
downsizing  our  organization  as  a 
matter  of  good  stewardship,” 
Fagan  said  in  the  news  release. 


Churches  adopt  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 

The  following  churches  have  adopted  the  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 
since  those  repotted  in  the  Jaa  7  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record:  Gulf 
Coast:  Kittiwake;  Jones:  Fellowship;  Lebanon:  Trinity;  Neshoba:  Fel¬ 
lowship;  and  Prentiss:  Calvary.  ^ 


» 


Miss,  colleges  set  deadlines 
for  assistance  applications 


this  coining  fall,  but  haven’t  Aid,  P.O.  Box  4066,  Clinton,  MS  in  care  of  Blue  Mountain  Col- 
made  application  for  financial  39058;  phone  (601)  925-3212  or  lege,  Blue  Mountain,  MS  38610; 
aid?  (800)738-1346.  phone  (601)  685-4771. 

“You  had  better  not  wait  much  Blue  Mountain  College  William  Carey  College 

longer  as  the  deadline  is  fast  Students  planning  to  attend  Students  pursuing  church-relat- 
approaching,”  advises  Tom  Blue  Mountain  College  in  the  ed  vocations,  dependents  of 
Prather,  director  of  financial  aid  fall  have  until  March  15  to  apply  denominational  workers,  and 
at  Mississippi  College.  for  financial  aid,  according  to  Jill  members  of  Mississippi  Southern 

Mississippi  College  Lindsey,  director  of  financial  aid  Baptist  churches  have  numerous 

“The  priority  deadline  to  have  for  BMC.  Only  students  who  scholarship  opportunities,  at 
financial  aid  applications  in  is  have  been  accepted  by  BMC  for  William  Carey  College,  accord- 
April  1,  so  we  would  urge  all  the  fall  semester  are  eligible  to  ing  to  Tom  Scarbrough,  WCC 
those  who  intend  on  applying  for  apply,  she  said.  vice  president  for  student  ser- 

such  aid  to  begin  their  paperwork  Students  submitting  applica-  vices. 

process  now,’’  Prather  admon-  tions  for  loans  and  grants  must  “William  Carey  College  has 
ished.  first  file  a  free  application  for  committed  scholarship  dollars  to 

Students  hoping  to  secure  Federal  Student  Aid.  Applicants  ensure  that  our  Baptist  con- 
scholarships  for  the  fall  really  then  file  an  additonal  application  stituency,  whose  churches  sup- 
need  to  hustle,  he  noted.  The  with  the  BMC  Financial  Aid  port  us,  will  be  able  to  afford 
scholarship  awarding  process  is  Office.  Applications  are  ranked  Christian  education,  said  Scar¬ 
underway  and  early  applicants  in  order  of  need.  brough. 

generally  receive  the  better  Along  with  grants  and  loans,  a  Scholarships  available  to  stu- 
scholarships,  he  said.  variety  of  scholarships  are  also  dents  pursuing  church-related 

Prather  reports  that  approxi-  available  to  incoming  students,  vocations  include  the  William 


WCC  hopes  for  banner  year 

William  Carey  College  officials  look  over  student  applications  as  the 
deadline  nears  for  financial  assistance.  Assistant  Director  of  Marketing 
Jewel  Buckley  and  Admissions  Counselor  Bobbi  Ezell  scan  the  paperwork, 
along  with  student  worker  Erika  Babineaux.  Feb.  21  is  Baptist  Seminary, 
College,  and  School  Day  on  the  SBC  denominational  calendar. 

Home  missionary  training 
now  required  to  intensify 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  All  home  Lewis  explained  that  all  ap- 
missionaries  will  receive  more  proved  missionaries  are  required  to 
comprehensive  soul-winning  train-  take  a  one-day  soul-winning 
ing  under  a  new  guideline  reviewed  course,  but  under  the  new  require  - 
and  supported  by  the  Home  Mis-  ments,  appointed  and  approved 
sion  Board’s  missionary  personnel  missionaries  will  need  to  take  a 
mmmiiiw  more  intensive  seminar  within  two 

The  committee  reviewed  the  issue  years  of  appointment, 
ffeb.  9  during  HMB  executive  com-  _  “We  have  consulted  with  mis- 
mittee  meetings.  The  executive  siooanes  and  convention  leadership 
committee  appointed  14  new  home  across  the  country  and  feel  strongly 
missionaries,  heard  HMB  President  that  the  missionaries  need  these 
Larry  Lewis  clarify  his  position  on  soul-winning  tools  to  help  reach 
recent  actions  by  the  WMU,  and  this  nation  for  Christ,”  Lewis 


Baptist  colleges  plan 
spring  preview  events 


ent  Center  and  concludes  at  1:30  p.m.,  with  lunch  .  .  9ua,iry>ng  •  -i  -i...  rlnnfo  Stating  that  he  had  been  misun 
sion  with  faculty  and  staff  Among  the  day’s  events  students.  De-  piCi\.S  SLUCLCIlXo  derstood  by  some  Southern  Bap 
Mtttioo  by  MC  students.  Additional  information  is  nominational  fists,  Lewis  said,  “I  am  hot  in  sup 

ng  MC’s  Office  of  Admissions  (601)  925-3240  or  workers  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  port  of  any  SBC  agency  stfpportinj 

pastors  ana  otner  £enter  ^  currently  in  the  process  a  schismatic  organization  that  ha; 

WfflbuB  Carey  College  church  sta  seiecfing  new  students  for  its  set  itself  against  Southern  Baptis 

College  will  host  spring  preview  events  Feb.  27  and  mcmbers’  mis*  allied  health  schools.  Classes  in  leadership  and  agencies.  However 
don  begins  at  930  ajn.,  with  activities  concluding  at  medical  and  radiological  technolo-  I  am  not  opposed  to  any  agency 

is  are  invited  to  the  WCC  baseball  game  April  24.  tu,,*l,n,e  ™”  gy  begin  in  July.  Individuals  inter-  including  the  WMU,  serving  ever 
wvyi  may  be  «**«*wqd  by  contacting  Jewel  Buckley  P*oyees  0  aP*  ested  in  either  program  should  church  which  is  in  friendly  cooper 
or  (800)  962-5991.  tist  associations  cootact  MBMC  now.  ation  with  the  Southern  Baptis 

_ _  “  During  the  past  20  years,  92%  of  Convention.” 

.  .  .  .  .  .  or  5»outl,em  BaP-  MBMC’s  medical  technology  stu-  Lewis  explained  that  he  ha: 

Lindsey  noted.  Amounts  range  ust  agencies.  ....  .  dents  have  passed  the  national  cer-  directed  HMB  staff  to  serve  an; 

from  $100  to  $1,500  and  are  Scholarships  available  to  stu-  tjflcayon  examinations  required  church  that  would  be  considered  : 

offered  in  art,  business,  Bible,  dents  who  are  active  members  of  for  employment.  The  national  pass  cooperating  Southern  Baptis 
missions,  history,  social,  mathe-  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  rate  ^  gQ^  During  the  past  11  church.  “If  messengers  from  ; 
matics,  ministerial,  music,  physi-  include  the  WiUiam  Carey  Bap-  ycars  9 7%  Df  radiography  stu-  church  are  seated  at  the  Souther 
cal  education,  psychology  tist Student  Scholarship  and  the  Jcnts  havc  d  their  naliooaI  Baptist  Convention,  we  are  obligat 
teacher  education,  and  a  host  of  William  Carey  Baptist  Associa-  certification  examinations.  ed  to  assist  and  serve  that  churcl 

general  areas.  Some  scholarships  Jion  Student  Schofuship  Tlrese  Students  who  ^ch  the  medical  and  its  people.  We  cannot  and  wil 
have  specific  eligibility  require-  awards  range  from  $100  to  $300  technologist  level  are  requited  to  not,  however,  support  any  organi 
ments,  and  athletic  and  music  peryear  for  eligible  students.  hive  a  baccalaureate  degree.  Radi-  zation  that  has  set  itself  up  as 
performance  scholarships  are  WCC  also  wyds  William  0i0»jc  technologist  applicants  shadow  denomination  with  agen 
based  on  ability  demonstrated  in  Carey  College  Alumni  Depen-  mus,  ^  18  years  old  and  have  a  des  in  direct  competition  with  SB( 
tryouts  and  auditions  dent  Scholarship  each  year.  This  high  school  education  or  the  agencies." 

To  apply  for  a  scholarship,  stu-  award  tofals  $300.  equivalent.  In  addition,  the  person  The  executive  committe 

dents  must  submit  a  completed  In  addition  to  scholarships,  have  a  strong  math  back-  received  a  year-end  financial  tepoi 

application  form  and  have  three  grants  and  loans  also  are  avail-  ^  an  ACT  score  of  18  or  from  Ernest  Kelley,  executive  vie 

references  sent  to  the  college,  able  to  WCC  students,  Scar-  a{x>ve  president  for  planning  and  finance 

Necessary  forms  are  available  brough  said.  .  For  more  information  on  either  He  reported  that  1992  was  a  goo 

through  the  BMC  Admissions  Individuals  wanting  additiomU  pro™,  contact  Kathy  Bearden  at  year  financially  for  the  HMB 

office-  ...  .  ,  information  on  WCC  financial  1225  N.  State  St.,  Jack-  Annie  Armstrong  receipts  wer 

Students  wanting  additional  aid  op|K)rtunities  may  call  (601)  MS  39202;  phone  (601)  968-  $2.6  million  over  budget,  aceordin 

information  may  address  their  582-5051  or  (800)  962-5991.  mK^tw 


Y°u  don ’t  work  alone .  ..we  ’re  right  alongside  you  . . .  and  lo.  He  is  with  us  always. 


i side 


Thursday 
February  18,  1993 


This  Issue  of  alongside  is  a  Supplement 


to  the  BAPTIST  RECORD,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Just  the  Facts 

by 

Marjean  Patterson 


Many  members  of 
Mississippi  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union 
have  heard  and  read  reports  about  the  actions 
taken  by  Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  SBC 
in  January.  I  wished  for  all  our  members  to 
be  present  with  us  at  that  historic  meeting 
because  of  the  deep  sense  of  God’s  presence 
which  was  felt  there. 

In  the  midst  of  some  misinformation, 
and  because  of  your  interest  and  commitment 
to  the  Great  Commission  and  the  missions 
effort  it  commands,  I  want  to  share  some 
facts  which  you  may  not  have  read  or  under¬ 
stood  in  other  accounts  of  the  actions  of  the 
Executive  Board  of  WMU,  SBC. 

JUST  THE  FACTS... 

1.  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  remains 
committed  to  missions  through  all  possible 
means. 

2.  No  action  was  taken  to  lessen  our 
commitment  to  Southern  Baptist  missions 
nor  to  add  to  our  prayer  calendar  and  curricu¬ 
lum  materials. 

3.  No  action  was  taken  to  move  WMU 
closer  to  any  Baptist  group.  However,  at  a 
group’s  initiative,  WMU  will  consider  pro¬ 
viding  prayer  support  and  printed  resources. 

4.  WMU  affirmed  our  long-standing 
practice  of  providing  generic  missions  educa¬ 
tion  materials  to  non-SBC  groups  who  share 
similar  missions  concerns. 

5.  WMU  has  not  in  the  past  nor  will  it 
by  these  actions  appoint  missionaries,  collect 
missions  offerings,  or  distribute  mission 
funds  to  any  Southern  Baptist  or  non-South- 
em  Baptist  board  or  organization. 

It  is  our  intent  that  there  be  no  change  in 
the  historic  role  of  WMU,  including  her  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
especially  the  Home  Mission  Board  and  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Those  of  us  on  the  staff  of  Mississippi 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  will  continue  to 
support  the  work  of  our  two  SBC  mission 
boards  by  promoting  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram,  the  Lottie  Moon  and  Annie  Armstrong 
offerings,  by  encouraging  our  members  to 
pray  for  missionaries,  by  creating  an  atmos¬ 
phere  in  our  churches  where  young  and  old 
alike  will  be  confronted  with  God’s  claim  on 
our  lives  for  His  service. 

These  are  juslthe  facts,  ma’am  and  sir. 


ENCOUNTER  MISSIONS! 

WMU  Annual  Meeting  — 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Gulfport  -  March  19  and  20 


The  1993  WMU  Annual  Meeting  will 
be  one  of  the  most  inspirational  and  involv¬ 
ing  events  that  you  can  take  part  in  this 
year!  The  theme  for  this  annual  event  is 
“ENCOUNTER  MISSIONS!”  We  will  be 
doing  just  that  with  hands-on  experiences 
along  the  Gulf  Coast  to  kick  off  the  meet¬ 
ing  on  Friday  morning,  March  19th.  Gen¬ 
eral  sessions  will  begin  at  2:00  p.m.  on  Fri¬ 
day  afternoon,  a  banquet  at  5:00  and  night 
session  at  7:00  p.m.  Saturday  morning  ses¬ 
sion  will  begin  at  9:30  and  the  closing  ses¬ 
sion  will  be  from  1:00  until  3:00  Saturday 
afternoon.  A  special  feature  will  be  a  box 
lunch/mission  tour  of  the  coast  Saturday  at 
lunch  time.  We  are  very  pleased  to  have 
coming  to  be  with  us,  Mrs.  Jessilena 
Muringai,  the  national  WMU  President  of 
Zimbabwe.  Accompanying  Mrs.  Muringai 
will  be  June  Mason,  SBC  missionary  to 
Zimbabwe.  Catherine  Allen,  President  of 
the  Baptist  World  Alliance  Women’s 


Department,  will  be  a  featured  speaker. 
Mrs.  Allen  is  a  native  of  Birmingham  and 
was  formerly  an  associate  executive  direc¬ 
tor  for  WMU,  SBC.  Our  annual  meeting 
music  will  be  inspirational  this  year  with 
Dr.  Jerry  Aultman,  professor  at  New 
Orleansl  Seminary  on  the  piano,  Mrs. 
Carol  Aultman,  music  director  and  soprano 
soloist,  and  Mrs.  Dot  Pray,  keyboard  con¬ 
sultant  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board,  on  the  organ.  We  are  also 
pleased  that  “One  Voice,”  a  group  of 
singers  from  across  Mississippi,  sponsored 
by  the  Church  Music  Department,  will  be 
performing.  A  special  presentation  of  the 
musical  “Lottie  D”  will  be  presented  Fri¬ 
day  night  by  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Starkville.  Kay  Bennett,  missionary  with 
the  Home  Mission  Board  serving  at  the 
Clovis  Brantley  Center  in  New  Orleans, 
along  with  Valeria  Sherard,  retired  mis¬ 
sionary  from  Alaska  will  be  telling  us 


about  home  missions  in  their  respective 
areas. 

WMU,  SBC,  in  Birmingham  will  be 
represented  by  Mary  Helen  Dixon,  their 
development  specialist  working  with  Sec¬ 
ond  Century  Fund.  Also  featured  will  be 
Jennifer  Lott  of  Hattiesburg,  recently  elect¬ 
ed  as  National  Acteens  panelist. 

Mississippi  Baptist  women  will  be 
electing  a  new  state  president  at  this  annual 
meeting.  There  will  be  a  breakfast  on  Sat¬ 
urday  from  8:00  until  9:00  a.m.  to  honor 
Mrs.  Joan  Tyler,  outgoing  president.  The 
banquet  on  Friday  night  is  by  reservation 
only  and  is  $8.00  per  ticket.  The  box 
lunch/mission  tour  at  Saturday  lunch  is 
$5.00  and  is  also  by  reservation  only. 
Reservation  forms  have  been  sent  to 
church  and  associational  WMU  directors 
and  are  coming  out  also  in  1993  Happen¬ 
ings  in  Woman ’s  Missionary  Union. 


ENCOUNTER  MISSIONS! 

WMU 

Annual  Meeting 

« 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Gulfport 

March  19  and  20 


MUSIC: 


Dr.  &  Mrs.  Jerry  Aultman 

NOBTS.  New  Orleans 


Dot  Pray 

MBCB,  Jackson.  Miss 


SPEAKERS: 


Kay  Bennett 

Missionary.  MMB 


ha to 


Valeria  Sherard 

Missionary,  HMB 


Catherine  Allen 

bwkt.  Women's  Deeaetment 
BWA 


One  Voice 


Learning  to... 

SERVE  IN  CHRIST’S  NAME! 
1993  CHURCH  LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING 

Age-Level  Conferences  and  Learning  Centers  including: 

COED  MATERIALS  &  IDEAS 
ENLISTMENT  INCLUDES... 

;  CRISIS!  WHO  DO  I  CALL? 

TELL  ME  ABOUT  THAT  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  MINISTRY 
SUPPORTING  THE  HURTING 
...AND  MUCH  MORE! 

Choose  one  of  these  areas  for  training: 

CAMP  GARAYWA 

Mon.,  August  2  6:30  -9:00  p.m. 

Tues.,  August  3  9:30  -  2:00  p.m. 

6:30  -  9:00  p.m.  -  - 

Wed.,  August  4  9:30  -  2:00  p.m. 


Thurs.,  August  5 
Fri.,  August  6 
Sat.,  August  7 


Thurs.,  August  5 
Fri.,  August  6 
Sat.,  August  7 


NORTH  EXTENSION 
FBC  /  New  Albany 
FBC  /  New  Albany 
FBC  /  Greenville 

SOUTH  EXTENSION 
FBC  /  Biloxi 
FBC  /  Biloxi 

Tylertown  Baptist  Church 


6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 
9:00  -  12  noon 
9:00  -  12  noon 


6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 
9:00  -  12  noon 
9:00  -  12  noon 


“And  whatsoever  you  do  in  word  or  deed,  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  giving 
thanks  to  God  the  Father  through  Him.  ” 

Colossians  3:17 

(These  dates  are  a  week  earlier  than  CLT  in  previous  years  and  some  calendars 
might  reflect  other  dates.  Disregard  others,  these  are  correct!) 


YOUth  Make  the  Difference 


The  Youth  Coed  Missions  Conven¬ 
tion  was  such  an  inspirational  experience 
last  year  for  grades  7-12  that  an  even  big¬ 
ger  event  is  planned  this  spring  at  Gulf- 
shore  Baptist  Assembly  the  week  of 
March  16-17-18. 

This  convention 
was  formerly  the 
state  Acteen  con-' 
vention.  Last  year, 
the  WMU  joined 
forces  with  the 
Brotherhood 
Department  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 
to  sponsor  the 
Coed  Missions 
Conference.  FoP" 
many  churches  in 
Mississippi,  this  is  | 
a  good  opportunity 
for  their  Acteen  and  Pioneer  RA  organiza¬ 
tions  to  experience  missions  together.  For 
others,  “Express  Missions,”  a  coed  mis¬ 
sions  program,  is  already  operating  and 
this  will  be  a  highlight.  Whatever  the  case 
in  your  church,  don’t  let  your  youth  miss 
this  special  three  days. 

The  conference  will  begin  with  regis¬ 
tration  at  Gulfshore  on  Tuesday,  March  16 
at  3:00  pm.  followed  by  supper  at  5:30. 
The  conference  will  conclude  Thursday 
morning  at  9:00  am  and  many  may  join  in 
spending  the  day  helping  with  various 
missions  projects  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  The 
cost  of  the  conference  is  $65.00  per  person 


which  includes  2  nights  lodging,  5  meals, 
limited  insurance,  a  conference  T-shirt  and 
materials.  Registration  deposits  of  $30.00 
per  person  are  due  now  to  Gulfshore  Bap¬ 
tist  Assembly,  100  First  Street,  Pass  Chris¬ 
tian,  MS  39571, 
452-7261.  The 
balance  should  be 
paid  at  registration. 

“YOUth  make 
a  Difference”  is  the 
theme  of  the  Coed 
Mission  Confer¬ 
ence  this  year.  To 
interpret  that 
theme  will  be 
guest  speaker, 
Mark  Evans.  Mark 
is  a  husband  and 
father  from  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas, 
who  deeply  loves 
teenagers.  He  travels  across  the  United 
States  speaking  in  churches,  conferences 
and  schools.  Justin  Fennell  will  provide 
humor  in  situations,  events  and  musical 
comedy  to  show  the  youth  the  timeless 
gospel  message.  A  special  feature  will  be  a 
concert  on  Tuesday  night  at  8:30  by  the 
popular  contemporary  Christian  group,  “4 
HIM.”  Besides  these  great  personalities, 
there  will  be  missionaries,  mission  confer¬ 
ences,  Bible  studies,  music  and  much 
more.  Your  youth  will  want  to  be  a  part  of 
this  special  conference  that  centers  around 
missions. 


Special  Feature: 

4-HIM  in  concert 


WMU  CALENDAR  •  1993 


JANUARY 

23  GA/Acteens  Day  at  William  Carey  CoHege;"3:00  7:00 

FEBRUARY 

20  GA/Acteens  Day  at  Mississippi  College;  3:00-7:00 
21-24  Home  Mission  Study  \jalled  Out,  Sent  Forth" 

6- 27  BW/BYW  Retreat,  CSWp  Garaywa;  4:00  Fri-Lunch  Sat 

MARCH 

7- 14  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions 

1 3  GA  Day  at  Central  Hills,  1000-3:00 

16-18  Youth  Coed  Missions  Convention.  Gulfshore;  300  Tues. -9  a.m.  Thurs. 
19-20  WMU  Annual  Meeting.  FBC/Gulfport,  200  Fri-3O0  Sat 

APRIL 

3  Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship  Getaway  Day,  FBC/Leland;  9:30-2:30 
16  17  G  A  Overnight  Camp  Garaywa;  5:30  Fri-200  Sat 

MAY 

22  AOT,  FBC  Grenada;  9:30- 1 2  noon 

24  AOT.  FBC  Brandon;  6:30-9  p.m. 

25  AOT.  FBC  Hattiesburg;  6:30-9  p.m. 

JUNE 

2-4  GA  Mini  Camp.  Camp  Garaywa:  10:00  Wed- 1 OO  Fri 

7- 1 1  GA  Camp.  Camp  Garaywa;  1000  Mon- 1 :00  Fri 

14-16  Acteens  Mini-Camp.  Central  Hills 

16-18  Acteens  Mini-Camp.  Central  Hills 

14-18  GA  Camp.  Camp  Garaywa;  1000  Mon- 1O0  Fri 

21-25  GA  Camp,  Camp  Garaywa;  1000  Mon-lOO  Fn 

28-30  Acteens  Mini-Camp,  Camp  Garaywa 

3002  GA  Mini  Camp.  Camp  Garaywa;  1O0  Wed-  lOOfiri 


9- 10  1st  &  2nd  Grade  Mother/Daughter  Overnight  Camp  Garaywa;4O0  Fri 

300  Sat 

12- 16  GA  Camp,  Camp  Garaywa;  1000  Mon- 1:00  Fri 
19-23  GA  Camp.  Camp  Garaywa;  1000  Mon- 1:00  Fri 
26-30  GA  Camp,  Camp  Garaywa;  10:00  Mon-lOO  Fri 

AUGUST 

2  CLT(Church  Leader  Training),  Camp  Garaywa;  6:30-900 

3  CLT,  Camp  Garaywa;  9:30-200;  6:30-900 

4  CLT,  Camp  Garaywa;  9:30-200 

5  CLT,  FBC/New  Albany  and  FBC/Biloxi;  6:30-900 

6  CLT.  FBC/New  Albany  and  FBC/Biloxi;  9:30  200 

7  CLT,  Tylertown  BC  and  FBC/GreenviUe;  9:30-1200 

13- 14  AOT,  Camp  Garaywa 

SEPTEMBER 

10- 11  GA  Mother/Daughter  Overnight  Camp  Garaywa;  5:30  Fri-200  Sat 

10- 1 1  Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship  Retreat:  500  Fri-Lunch  Sat 
12-15  State  Missions  Offering  Season  of  Prayer 

OCTOBER 

8-9  BW/BYW  Retreat  Camp  Lake  Stephens,  Oxford;  400  Fri-Lunch  Sat 
NOVEMBER 

11- 14  National  BNF  Convention,  Birmingham;  400  Thurs-9:30  Sun 
1 3  GA/Acteens  Day  at  Blue  Mountain  College;  300-700 

15- 19  Foreign  Missions  Study.  Indonesia 

15  Lay  Missions  Conference.  FBC/Jackson.  1 00-700 

16- 17  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  FBC/Jackson 
28-  Week  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions 

DECEMBER 

5  Week  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions 


NOTICE 

CALENDAR 

CHANGE 

The  Alta  Woods  meeting  in  May 
and  the  four  AOT  meetings  in 
August  have  been  combined  this 
year  -  1993  into  three  meetings 
in  May:  May  22,  1993  -  Grena¬ 
da,  FBC  9:30  -  noon  (Saturday) 
May  24,  1993  -  Brandon,  FBC 
6:30  -  9:00  (Monday)  May  25, 
1993  -  Hattiesburg,  FBC  6:30  - 
9:00  (Tuesday) 

Cancel  the  following: 

May  11, 1993 

Alta  Woods  program  interpretation, 
Jackson 

August  21, 1993 
AOT  Oxford 
August  23, 1993 
AOT  Brandon 
August  24, 1993 
AOT  in  Winona 
August  26, 1993 
AOT  in  Columbia 


JULY 

5-9  GA  Mini-Camp 


Baptist  Women/Baptist 
Young  Women  Retreat 

Camp  Garaywa 
February  25-26 
It's  Not  Too  Late 

Woman’s  Missionary  Union  is  prepar¬ 
ing  for  the  annual  Baptist  Women/Baptist 
Young  Women  Retreat  scheduled  for  next 
weekend,  February  26-27,  1993  at  Camp 
Garaywa.  This  has  always  been  an  inspir¬ 
ing  time  of  growth  and  renewal  set  aside 
for  Mississippi  Baptist  Women  and  led  by 
outstanding  lay  women  of  our  state. 

Registration  will  begin  Friday  at  4:00 
p.m.  followed  by  supper  at  6:00.  The 
retreat  will  conclude  after  lunch  on  Satur¬ 
day.  The  cost  of  the  retreat  will  be  $23.00 
per  person,  payable  to  Camp  Garaywa,  P. 
0.  Box  1278,  Clinton,  MS  39060.  Each 
camper  should  bring  her  own  linens. 

Bible  Studies  at  this  retreat  will  be  led 
by  Jewel  Merritt  of  Jackson.  There  will  be 


dramatic  portrayals  of  Esther  and  Priscilla 
by  Deborah  Brum  of  Corinth.  Bobbie  Fos¬ 
ter  of  Prentiss  will  play  the  Marimba.  Spe¬ 
cial  music  will  be  performed  by  Gwen 
Williams,  home  missionary  in  New 
Orleans.  Pamela  Smith  of  Clinton  will 
lead  the  women  in  “Relaxation  Aerobics.” 
Peggy  Wallace  of  Peru  and  Gwen 
Williams  will  be  among  the  featured  mis¬ 
sionaries  partipating  in  the  MissionStroll 
that  will  conclude  the  Friday  night  pro¬ 
gram. 

Special  interest  conferences  will  be 
held  on  Saturday.  The  leaders  will  be 
Linda  Donnell  of  Hattiesburg,  Bloom  in 
Your  Leadership  Image!;  Deborah  Brunt, 
Things  Fail,  People  Fall;  Gail  Benedict  of 
Purvis,  Doing  Missions  Where  You  Are; 
On  the  Field  with  Gwen  and  Peggy. 

Deadline  for  Camp  Garaywa  registra¬ 
tion  is  February  23. 


CENTRAL 

HILLS 


June  14-16 

Mon. 10  a.m.-  Wed.  10  a.m. 
June  16-18 

Wed.  1  p.m.  -  Fri.  1  p.m. 


CTESsk 
CA M? 


—  CAMP 

GARAYWA  , 

June  28-30 

Mon.  10  a.m.-  Wed.  10  a.m/ 


COST:  $50 

Includes:  Meals,  Lodging,  Snacks,  Crafts,  Insurance  and 
Theme  T-Shirt!! 


New  Promotional 
Piece . . . 

1993  HAPPENINGS 
IN  MISSISSIPPI 
WOMAN’S  MIS¬ 
SIONARY  UNION 

Everything  you  need  for  publicizing 
all  state,  age-level  events. ..IN  ONE 
BOOK! 

This  book  emphasizes  each  event  with 
a  one-page  promotion  piece  which  can  be 
used  as  a  poster,  a  flyer,  or  however  you 
choose.  Also,  included  in  this  book  are  the 
appropriate  registration  forms.  We  hope 
this  will  be  helpful  to  you  as  you  plan  and 
promote  WMU  this  year.  1993  HAPPEN¬ 
INGS  should  arrive  in  the  hands  of  all 
church  and  associational  WMU  directors 
soon.  If  you  have  not  received  a  copy, 
please  contact  your  church  WMU  director 
to  request  one.  She  will  contact  us  to  order 
the  appropriate  number  for  your  church 
WMU  leadership. 


BY-LAW 

CHANGE 

The  WMU  Executive  Board  is  propos¬ 
ing  a  change  in  its  by-laws.  The  change  is 
as  follows: 

Add  to  the  end  of  Article  V.  Section  1 
Officers: 

“The  officers  shall  have  served  on  the 
Executive  Board  for  at  least  one  year.  ” 

Policy  Personnel  Committee  of  the 
WMU  Executive  Board. 


Lead  On... 

Claim  Our  Inheritance 

Be  on  the  look  out 
for  the  poster  promoting 
this  event 


MISSISSIPPI  WOMAN  S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

WOMEN  IN  MISSIONS 

VOLUNTEER  OPPORTUNITIES 


ILUNIOIS-  Chicago  J 

*  iulv  24-Augusl  l.  lw  1 

I  Uptown  Bapmt  Churchy 

Needed:  Women  to  lean  m 

I  Cost:  $450  - 


Z  y ’993,, 

fitcS**)  a*<*k 

jggytog/ors  udents 


ILLINOIS  -  East  St.  Louis 

♦AUGUST  13-15, 1993 
Christian  Activity  Center 
Needed:  Women  to  lead  a 
back-to-school  event  for 
children 
Cost:  $225 


Mississippians  at  WMU,  SBC,  Executive  Board  meeting  at  Shocco  Springs,  Alabama. 
Left  to  right,  Jan  Cossitt,  state  acteen  consultant;  Helen  Price,  camp  director  and  inter¬ 
im  GA  consultant;  Joan  Tyler,  state  WMU  president;  Ashley  McCaleb,  BW/BYW 
consultant;  Betty  Dobbs,  state  WMU  vice-president;.  Eugene  Dobbs,  administrative 
assistant  for  ministry,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board;  and  Marjean  Patterson, 
executive  director,  Mississippi  WMU. 


v 


e  WHAT  ABOUT  YOU? 

Are  you  available... are  you  willing. ..and  is 
God  calling  you  to  fulfill  one  of  these 
needs?  If  so,  please  contact  Pam  Keith, 
(601)968-3800. 


GA 

Mother/Daughter 

Overnights 


April  16-17  < 

Fri.  5:30-Sat.  2  p.m.  y 

(All  Ages)  ; 


July  9- 10 

Fri.  4  p.m. -Sat.  3  p.m. 

( 1  st  &.  2nd  grades  only) 

September  10-11 
Fri.  5:30-Sat.  2  p.m. 
(All  Ages) 

$23  per  person 

(includes:  meals,  lodging, 
crafts,  &  limited  insurance) 

CAMP  GARAYWA 


Edwina  Robinson 
Special  Day  1993 

Theme: 

Lead  On  ...  Claim  Our 

\ 

Inheritance 

J993  Goal:  $61,000 

In  1951,  Edwina  Robinson,  then  exec¬ 
utive  secretary  of  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union,  realized  that  no  matter  how  well 
budgets  were  planned,  special  needs 
always  came  along.  Mississippi  WMU 
began  an  annual  emphasis  in  the  month  of 
May  to  study  about  special  needs,  pray  for 
them  and  receive  an  offering  for  them.  In 
1972,  this  offering  was  named  for  Miss 
Ed.  Special  Day  is  for  the  women  and 
children  of  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  to 
help  missionary  appointees,  scholarships, 
MK’s,  pioneer  WMU’s,  Seamen’s  Cen¬ 
ters,  Camp  Garaywa,  aged  ministers  and 
widows  with  no  annuity  and  area  WMU 
work  throughout  Mississippi.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  special  emphasis  will  be  observed 
during  May. 

We  did  not  meet  our  goal  in  1992  for 
WMU  Special  Day.  We  hope  and  pray  that 
our  emphasis  in  1993  will  provide  the  sup¬ 
port  we  need  for  these  special  causes. 


a 

k 


SPECIAL 

DAYS 

JUST  FOR  YOU 


GA/ACTEENS 


| F  Mississippi  Blue  Mountain  Ti 
■  College  College  10 

February  20  November  13  w 

*  MISSIONARIES  *  BASKETBALL  *  TESTIMONIES' 
$7.50  ea.  'CHEERLEADERS  'MUSIC'  3  pm-7  pm 

(includes:  basketball  game,  meals,  limited  insurance) 


I 


Saturday,  March  13 

$3.00  ea.  Graces  1-6  10am-3pm 

Bring  a  sack  lunch 

_  (includes  drinks  and  limited  Insurance) 

DON’T  MISS  m 


Places  to  Be  In  ‘93 
for 

BAPTIST 

NURSING  FELLOWSHIP 


MEMBERS. _ PROSPECTS.....GUESTS 

March  19  BNF  DINNER.  FBC/GULFPORT  (5:00  p.m.) 

SPEAKER  -  VALERIA  SHERARD 
COST  -  $8:00 

Following  the  meal  with  others  attending  the  Annual  WMU 
Meeting,  BNFers  will  go  to  a  separate  room  for  their  pro¬ 
gram.  Then,  those  who  can  stay,  will  attend  the  7  p.m.  Gen¬ 
eral  Session  of  the  Annual  Meeting. 


April  3 


SPRING  GET-A-WAY:  FBC/Leland  (8:30  a.m.  -  3:15  p.m.) 
COST  -  $8.00  /  person  (Meal  and  Registration) 
PRESENTERS: 

Vicki  McCall:  Leading  in  Caring  for  my  Community 
Laverne  Barnes:  Leading  in  Meeting  Needs  Internationally 
Scottie  &  Jon  Doler:  Leading  in  the  Workplace 
John  Vess:  Leading  in  Meeting  the  Needs  of  the  Care  Giver 


September  BNF  RETREAT:  Camp  Garaywa 

f  f  f  (6  p.m.,  supper  thru  lunch,  Saturday) 

lU~ll  COST  -  $23.00  /  person  (includes  $3.00  registration  fee) 

INSPIRATIONAL  SPEAKERS... 

FELLOWSHIP... 

PRAYER  GROUPS... 

INSTALLATION  OF  STATE  OFFICERS 


Please  Bring  Linens  and  Towels 


1993 


GA 

Grades  3-6 
Camp  Garaywa 
Summer’s  Best 


to  you 


Follow  the  Leader  to  the 

CwUWAT 

ADVENTURE 


Week  of  Prayer 
for 

Home  Missions 

Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering 

March  714.  1993 
National  Goal:  $38,000,000 


Bible  Studies 
Swimmming 
Cookouts 
Missionaries 
Adventure  Course 
Archery 
Crafts 

Culture  Camp 


Offeri  Swnvclopcs.  prayer  guides  and 
posters  nWy  be  obtained  from  the 
WMU  office.  P.O.  Box  530.  Jackson. 
MS  39205  or  call  968-3800.  Program 
materials  are  included  in  WMU  cur¬ 
riculum  magazines. 


n  /  Tt  l  *  s'4  •  A 

Ui 


Letters  to  the  editor 


a  year  on  literature  and  teaching  toiy  statements  such  as  those  made  would  1 
tools  for  our  WMU.  I  would  like  to  about  the  WMU  by  the  trustee  replied, 
hear  from  other  WMU  directors  chairman  of  the  Foreign  Mission  where  i 
who  feel  our  literature  monies  can  Board,  I  can  understand  how  peo-  did  not  i 
support  mission  work  better  by  pie  get  disturbed  about  the  WMU  fortryin 
being  channeled  through  our  Con-  with  no  knowledge  of  what  was  Also, 

vention.  _  done.  They  assume  that  someone  pet”  thl 

Also,  I  will  appreciate  a  claiifica-  in  such  a  leadership  role  has  men.  W 
tion  concerning  one  of  the  core  val-  enough  integrity  to  be  fair.  in  his  he 

ues  of  the  WMU  published  in  this  It  is  discouraging  to  think  that  a  lot  of 
article  on  Jan.  14:  “The  need  for  someone  like  John  Jackson  has  the  pro 
diverse  organizational  models  for  been  entrusted  with  the  distribution  vinced  1 
missions.  Does  this  mean  the  of  so  much  of  the  money  given  for  others  t< 
WMU  is  opening  up  to  anyone  as  die  Lord’s  work.  Nothing  provides  he  const 
leader,  missionary,  etc.,  and  does  a  greater  impetus  to  switching  con-  Earl  t 
this  by  chance  open  up  their  mis-  tributions  to  the  Cooperative  Bap-  dents  fo 
sions  endeavors  to  gays  and  les-  tist  Fellowship  than  comparing  those  w 
bians?  Jackson’s  comments  with  the  after  bei 

Mrs.  Earl  Parrish  response  of  the  WMU  leaders.  ily  On< 

Starkville  Rav  A.  Thomnsnn  ahnit  a 


Editor: 

I  have  read  and  followed  closely 
your  good  coverage  of  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  WMU.  It  was  from  one 
of  your  articles  I  learned  of  the 
intent  of  die  WMU  to  host  a  booth 
for  the  1992  Convention,  of  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship. 


Several  ladies  in  our  church  and 
two  or  three  other  churches  in  our 
association  wrote  the  WMU  office 
in  Birmingham  and  asked  that  the 
WMU  not  participate  in  this 
endeavor.  (We  feel  this  is  under¬ 
mining  to  SBC  missions).  We  all 
received  a  2-page  letter  and  in 
essence,  the  letter  informed  us  we 
had  no  say  so  in  die  matter. 

Now,  your  article  in  the  Jan.  14 
issue  of  the  Record  indicates  WMU  . 
will  continue  on  with  CBF,  under  Assumed  integrity 
an  ad-hoc  committee.  We,  (the  little  Editor: 

old  ladies  of  WMU),  may  not  have  A  preacher  friend  of  mire  recent- 
a  say  so  in  the  decision  making  of  ly  expressed  his  concern  about  the 
WMU,  but  I  think  we  should.  How-  course  being  followed  by  the 
ever,  we  do  have  a  say  so  as  to  WMU.  I  questioned  him  about  the 
where  we  buy  our  missions  materi-  specific  change  or  changes  pro- 
als.  I  wiU  be  asking  our  church  in  posed  by  the  WMU  which  are 
the  future  to  purchase  our  materials  problems  in  his  mind.  He  didn’t 
from  the  Foreign  and  Home  Mis-  know  the  proposals.  He  only  knew 
sion  Boards.  I  am  also  writing  Mor-  the  reaction  of 'BBC  leaders  to 
ris  Chapman,  giving  him  the  sup-  them.  When  I  enumerated  the 
port  of  our  church  to  organize  a  WMU  action,  he  said  that  he  com- 
WMU  within  the  Convention.  pletdy  agreed  with  these  chapgr* 

Our  church  spends  at  least  $1,500  When  I  read  childish,  inflrenma- 


years  and  for  most  of  those  years  50106  special  needs  for  their  fami-  Today  many  men  are  fi 
having  Earl  Cockrell  as  one  of  our  lies  31  Christmas  time.”  He  said  he  because  they  have  continue! 
most  loyal  trustees,  it  grieved  me  to  weot  fro®  door  to  door  handing  out  preach  the  Word,  ^ 

hear  of  his  death.  these  bills  to  those  he  knew  of  with  that  have  resulted  in  their  dismi 

Across  the  years  Earl  Cockrell  such  «eds,  and  this  was  one  of  the  I  know  these  men,  many  of  whe 
was  one  of  the  most  generous  coo-  most  wonderful  Christmas  seasons  have  fellowshipped  with  over 
tributors  to  the  unique  ministry  of  k  himself  ever  had  as  he  had  the  last  12  years.  They  are  men  of 
Chuke.  He  once  handed  me  a  check  privilege  of  passing  on  this  needed  highest  integrity  and  their  comi 
to  Clarke  for  several  thousand  dol-  kip.  In  this  also  he  sought  no  pub-  ment  to  lead  their  congregati 
lars.  When  I  asked  him  what  he  licity.  Only  the  Lord  in  heaven  through  the  troubled  waters  of 
_  knows  how  many  hundreds  of  stu-  day  will  be  the  only  hope  for  Ai 

I  dents  for  the  ministry  he  helped  in  ica  as  we  approach  the  21st 
their  preparation  for  effective  ser-  The  key  to  a  strong  denomina 
vice  and  how  many  thousands  of  is  churches  who  will  love  and  i 
people  are  being  brought  to  Christ  port  their  pastors.  Remem 
through  the  ministry  of  these  men.  Southern  Baptist  that  your  paste 
I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the  priv-  ,  as  much  a  missionary  as  any  i 
ilege  God  gave  me  of  being  a  co-  sionary  in  the  world  and 
worker  with  this  great  Christian  deserves  the  same  support  < 
steward.  respect.  If  we  fail  to  understand 

»  W.  Lowery  Compere  principle  then  we  are  in  for  st 
Newton  dark  days  ahead.  God’s  ereatest 


JLVJ.ississippi  College  and 

Mississippi  Baptists  have  been  part- 

* 

ners  in  Christian  higher  education 
since  1 850.  We  are  proud  of  our  heri¬ 
tage  and  appreciate  the  support  of 
Baptists  and  others  in  providing  qual¬ 
ity  education  to  the  young  people  of 
this  state  and  nation. 


First  Southern 
Baptist  Church 


Our  professors  and  staff  integrate  their  personal  faith  into  the 
classroom  and  other  areas  of  campus  life  in  a  way  that  fosters  personal 
growth  and  academic  excellence  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  our  students. 


Scottsdale,  Arizona 

is  offering 


We  pledge  that  this  will  continue , 
believing  that  “Faith  Fosters  Growth.” 


Observe  Baptist  Seminary,  College  and  School  Day 

Sunday,  Feb.  21,  1993 


General  Mortgage  Bonds 

6.5%  to  9.0%  Interest 

Bonds  dated  November  1 ,  1992 

For  prospectus,  call  write: 

Nationwide  Bond,  Inc. 

425  South  State  St.  Jackson,  MS  39201 
Telephone:  601-948-4500  800-748-8877 

Thii  unuitorart  is  ndtfier  in  offer  lo  kU  nor  •  sobcitstion  of  sn  offer  to  buy.  The  offer  is  trade 
only  by  pmpeeba.  Ail  bonds  we  offered  m  face  value,  plus  accrued  irtenut,  aibject  to  price  ale. 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 
CLINTON,  MS  39058 


VERITAS  ET  VIRTUS  •  1826 


Roy  T.  Myers,  pastor  of  Rocky  First  Faith  Church,  Panola 
Creek  Church,  Lucedale,  for  11  Association,  has  called  John 
1/2  years,  has  resigned  to  become  Searcy  as  pastor.  He  and  his  fami- 
'^^«the  pastor  of  ly  moved  to  the  /church  field  the 
^  e  a  d  v  i  1 1  e  last  week  of  December. 


Carroll  Roberson  of  Ripley  has 

Hbeen  nominated  for  a  Grammy 

Award  for  the  best  Southern  gospel 
album  and  the  Dove  Award  for  his 
album,  “Just  For  Him.”  He  has  also 
been  nominated  for  the  Dove 
Award  for  his  children’s  album, 

“Sing,  Children  Sing.” 

Daniel  C.  Browning,  assistant 
professor  of  religion  at  William 
Carey  College,  will  lead  a  summer 
travel  program  to  the  Holy  Land  Myers 
with  an  option  to  participate  in  an 
archaeological  excavation.  The  tour 
will  cover  all  of  Israel  with  concen¬ 
tration  on  historical  sites  related  to 
the  Bible.  The  dates  are  June  21- 
July  3.  For  more  information,  call 
582-6156  or  write  Browning  at 
William  Carey  College. 

Siloam  Church,  Clay  County, 
had  a  special  service  honoring  its 
pastor,  Avery  Jones,  and  his  wife 
Vernie  for  10  years  of  service.  He 

Charles  Corey,  director  of  the  Center  for  international  Seamen  and  was  presented  a  silver  tray.  A  cov- 
Truckers  (wearing  cap)  recently  brought  six  Russian  seamen  to  the  Gulf  ered  dish  dinner  was  served  in  fel- 
Coast  Association's  men's  rally.  This  was  their  first  time  to  set  foot  on  lowship  hall. 

American  soil.  The  center  is  currently  operating  out  of  temporary  quarters 

at  the  Port  of  Gulfport.  Revival  Dates 


Locust  Street  Church,  Center,  Feb.  27,  ft,  ■». 
McComb,  has  called  Danny  Creel  at  6:30  p  m. 
as  minister  of  music,  effective  Jan.  Carlisle  plans  to  Wf  jL'  * 
31.  A  native  of  McComb,  he  continue  his 
received  his  education  at  Universi-  work  in  the  min-  ft^^f''  * 
ty  of  Southern  Mississippi.  He  has  istry.  He  is 
served  churches  in  Pike  and  Lin-  already  involved  Carlisle 
coin  Associations.  He  is  music  with  a  local  mission  projec 
coordinator  for  the  Lincoln  County  son-Krohn  Road  Church 
Schools.  sored  by  Big  Ridge  Church. 


RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract 
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BIG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all 

sizes.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (318) 
939-2239. 


individual  who  is  interested  should 
mail  a  resume  to:  Community 
Baptist  Church,  Search  Commit¬ 
tee  Chairman,  2490  Yorkville 
Road  East,  Columbus,  MS  39702 
or  they  may  call  327-5306  or  328- 
2105. 


Celebrate  Volunteers  in 
Missions  Day  on  Feb.  28 


ADOPTION:  Creative,  fun-loving 
couple  longing  to  adopt  an  infant. 
We’ll  provide  a  secure,  happy 
home,  and  a  bright  future  for  your 
precious  baby.  Please  call  Jan  and 
Michael  collect  (802)  235-2312. 


NATIONAL  CHURCH  FURNI¬ 
TURE  manufacturer  since  1960 
seeks  full/part  time  sales  rep  in  S. 
Mississippi.  Commission  sales. 
Van,  wagon,  or  comparable  vehi¬ 
cle  needed.  Call  Steve  Smith  (800) 
234-6624. 


On  Feb.  28,  1993,  Southern  in  mission  projects  in  25  states 
Baptist  churches  will  focus  on  of  our  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
Volunteers  in  Missions  Day.  vention  and  in  25  foreign  mis- 
The  purpose  of  this  day  will  be:  sion  settings.  We  now  have  mis- 
To  inform  the  church  mem-  sion  partnership  with  Zimbab- 
bership  about  the  ministry  of  we,  Africa,  Illinois,  and  Alaska, 
volunteers.  A  survey  team  just  returned 

To  provide  recognition  and  from  Honduras  where  they  have 
spiritual  enrichment  and  mis-  been  in  dialogue  about  a  part- 
sion  education.  nership  with  this  nation  begin- 

To  help  to  develop  mission-  ning  Jan.  1,  1994. 
minded  congregations.  These  are  truly  exciting  days 

To  focus  on  prayer  and  chal-  in  which  lay  persons  can  explore 
lenge  others  to  become  involved  their  own  sense  of  mission  as 
in  volunteer  missions.  they  seek  to  reach  our  state  and 

Some  churches  utilize  both  our  world  for  the  Lord, 
morning  and  evening  services  Harrell  is  director  of  Broth- 
for  this  focus.  The  Sunday  erhood  Department,  Missis- 
morning  message  may  include  sippi  Baptist  Convention 
the  biblical  basis  for  volunteer 
missions,  and  the  night  service 
could  feature  testimonies  from 
volunteers. 

Some  other  activities  may 
include  a  missions  banquet  on 
Saturday  night  or  Sunday  night, 
a  missions  fair,  a  display  of  pic¬ 
tures  from  various  mission  pro¬ 
jects.  videos  of  volunteers  at 
work,  or  a  presentation  of  pro¬ 
posed  projects.  Certificates  of 
appreciation  could  be  presented 
to  those  volunteers  who  have 
served  in  a  selected  mission 
project  this  past  year. 

Mississippi  Baptists  have  a 
strong  commitment  to  volunteer 
missions.  During  1992,  6,200 
Mississippi  volunteers  engaged 


THE  COMMUNITY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  in  Columbus,  Miss.,  is 
presently  looking  for  a  part  time 
minister  of  music  and  youth.  Any 


Pews  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Van  Winkle 

ChiirCh  folding  doors. 

...  - _  ~  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Mississippi’s  Most  Preferred 
Tour  Operator 


TWO  GREAT  TOURS 
Escorted  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Fuller  B.  Saunders 

England  &  British  Isles 

June  24-July  8,  1993 
Holy  Land  &  Rome 
April  28-May  8 


..  "YOU  CANNOT  FINISH 
WHAT  YOU  DO  NOT  START! 


ENROLL  NOW 

in  the 

Doctor  of  Ministry  Degree  Program 
Mid-America  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 


For  more  information 

Contact 


Dr.  &  Mrs.  Fuller  B.  Saunders 
5731  Pepper  Ridge  Road  OR 
Jackson.  MS  3921 1 


Jackson  Tour  &  Travel,  Inc. 
1801  Crane  Ridge  Drive 
Jackson,  MS  39216 
P.O.  Box  16310 


Admission  deadline  for  April  19  entry  is  March  1 


(601)  961-8415  OR  (800)  873-8572 


Doctor  of  MtoMiy  Office.  P.O.  Box  3624.  Mamphfc.  TN  38103  (001)726-9171 


Just  for  the  Record 


PHIL  MULLINS 


Eastftaven  Church  of  Richland  recently  honored  its  GAs  and  RAs.  GAs 
pictured  at  top  are,  from  left,  front  row,  Kristen  Valentine,  Amanda  Differ¬ 
ent,  Laura  Sparkman,  Misty  Lewis;  back  row,  Latashia  Smith,  Kathy  Ford, 
GA  director,  T.J.  Jordan,  Maunda  Sparkman,  assistant  GA  leader,  and 
Brandy  Smith.  RAs  pictured,  from  left,  are  Chris  Howard,  Matt  Ford,  Ron 
Lewis,  RA  director,  Ronnie  Lewis,  and  Neal  Smith. 


Houcks  Retreat  Church,  Brookhaven  (Lincoln  Asso¬ 
ciation),  recently  collected  the  largest  Lottie  Moon 
Offering  in  the  church’s  90-year  history.  A  goal  of 
$5,300  was  set.  An  “All  the  Way  in  One  Day”  offering 
of  $6,411.99  was  taken;  the  offering's  grand  total 
ended  at  $6,71 1 .99.  Mary  Helen  Reynolds,  left,  pre¬ 
sents  the  offering  check  to  Greg  Potts,  pastor. 


First  Church,  Woodland,  recently  presented  a 
plaque  to  Sid  Ward,  left,  in  appreciation  of  his  service 
as  deacon  for  28  years.  Ward  is  pictured  with  Harold 
Talley,  right,  pastor. 

Juniper  Grove  Church, 

Poplarville,  will  host  a  Marriage 
Enrichment  Conference  on  Feb. 

19  and  20.  Leaders  for  the  confer- 

ence  will  be  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip 

Cyole  of  New  Orleans  Seminary,  jjjjl  .  MLm 

The  tickets  are  $15  per  couple  _  1 

which  includes  dinner  on  Friday  (H 

evening  and  breakfast  on  Saturday, 


Goodyear  Church,  Picayune, 
will  host  its  second  annual  Spring 
Bible  Conference  March  14-17. 

Preaching  on 
the  theme, 
“God’s  Word: 
Revealing  the 
Saviour  and  the 
Saints,”  will  be 
Herschel  Hobbs, 
preacher, 
author,  and 
Bible  expositor; 

Knhhc  Gr*y  Allison, 

Hobbs  president,  Mid- 

America  Seminary,  Memphis,; 
Dean  Register,  pastor.  Temple 
Church,  Hattiesburg;  and  Mel 
Mason,  pastor,  Leaclair  Church, 
Memphis.  Speakers  and  times  are: 
Allison,  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Hobbs,  Sun.,  7  p.m.,  Mon.,  10:30 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Register,  Mon.,  8 
p.m.;  and  Mason,  Tues.  and  Wed., 


Oglesbee  called  as  DOM 
for  Kemper  Association 


Paul  B.  Oglesbee  Jr.  has  been  called  as  director  of 
missions  for  Kemper  Association.  He  assumes  the 
duties  while  serving  as  pastor  of  Bay  Springs  Church 
of  Kemper  County.  Oglesbee  has  also  served  as  pastor 
of  Diamondhead  and  Lawrence  churches.  He  was 
educated  from  Mississippi  State  University  and 
received  the  master  of  divinity  degree  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  He  is  married  to  the  former  Mary 
Brand  of  Hickory  and  they  are  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren. 


Bum  Page,  right,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Wiggins,  and  member  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  presents  a  check  for  $2,500  to 
Richard  Colwell,  pastor,  Olivet  Church,  Gulfport.  The  money  for  aiding  in 
the  repairs  to  the  church  buildings  was  made  possible  by  gifts  through 
the  Margaret  Lackey  State  Missions  Offering. 

Ala.;  Danny  Lanier,  Meridian;  J. 
Garland  McKee,  director.  Evange¬ 
lism  Department,  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board;  and  Patrick 
Pfrimmer,  Toomsuba.  Malcolm 
Lewis  is  pastor  of  Northcrest 
Church.  For  more  information,  call 
482-3498. 

Waltz  elected 
executive  for 
Penn/Jersey 

HARRISBURG,  Pa.  (BP)  — 
The  Baptist  Convention  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania/South  Jersey’s  executive 
board  unanimously  elected  David 
C.  Waltz  as  executive  director- 
treasurer  during  a  Feb.  6  regular 
session  in  Harrisburg. 

Waltz,  40,  will  become  the  con¬ 
vention’s  fifth  executive  director, 
succeeding  Wallace  Williams, 
who  resigned  last  year  to  become  a 
faculty  member  at  Sam  ford  Uni¬ 
versity’s  Beeson  School  of  Divini¬ 
ty  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Waltz  has  been  the  interim  exec¬ 
utive  since  mid-August  of  last 
year.  He  has  headed  the  Evange- 
lism/Brotherhood  Division  since 
September  1990. 

He  is  the  son  of  the  late  Joe 
Waltz,  the  convention’s  first  exec¬ 
utive  director-treasurer,  who  died 
after  only  a  year  in  office  in  the 
eariy  1970s. 


Northcrest  Bible  Conference 
will  be  held  at  Northcrest  Church, 
Meridian,  on  March  3,  9  a.m. -9 
p.m.  Participating  in  the  preaching 
will  be  C.C.  Bums,  Enterprise; 
Grady  Crowell,  DOM  for  Clarke 
Association;  Junior  Hill,  Hartselle, 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  hospital  or  Medicare 


Supplement  Insurance?  If  the  answer  is  YES.  call  or  fill 
out  coupon  below. 


□  HOSPITAL  PLAN  UNDER  AGE  65 

$200,000  major  hospital,  surgical,  and  medical  expense  plan  at 
an  affordable  cost.  Example:  Preferred  Risk  age  50  Male:  $81.00. 
Female:  $90.00  per  month 


Glvu  Your  Church  or  Family 

THE  MVP  SPIRIT 

"The  MVP  Spfctt”  is  a  VHS  videotape  series  featuring  interviews,  hi-kghts,  and 
stories  about  Christian  athletes  Hosted  by  sportscasters  Kan  Anderson  and 
Greg  Mies,  the  programs  feature  many  athletes  with  Mississippi  connections. 
Their  testimonies  and  comments  wil  touch  youth  and  adufts  alke.  Purchase  indi¬ 
vidual  programs  or  the  ful  Optogram  series. 

Program  1  —  Pete  Maravtch  (NBA  &  LSU  baskatbair) 

Progam  2  —  Brian  Lae  (Ole  Ifes^Foofcal) 


□  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

•  100%  Part  A  ($676.00)  deductible 

•  100%  Part  B  ($100.00)  deductible 

•  100%  Part  A  ft  B  copayment 

•  Compare  our  affordable  monthly  rates: 
Age/Rate  —  65/$68;  72/$79.33;  80/$95.84 
No  waiting  period  on  pre-existing  conditions. 

Persons  under  Medicare  disability  may  also  apply. 
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P.  O.  Box  26 
Clinton,  M8  39060 
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1-800-737-2300 
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Uniform 

Challenged  to  serve 

By  Chuck  Pourciau 
Romans  15:1-13 


The  scene  is  a  basketball  huddle  during  a  time  out.  There 
are  10  seconds  left  on  the  clock,  the  score  is  tied,  and  your 
team  has  possession  of  the  ball.  The  national  championship 
is  on  tine  line.  The  coach  instructs  each  player  to  run  a  dif¬ 
ferent  offensive  play.  You  say,  “That  is  foolish.  He  would 
never  do  that.”  You  are  correct.  He  would  not.  For  a  team 
to  be  successful,  they  all  have  to  be  running  the  same  play 
and  pressing  toward  the  same  goal.  They  have  to  play  as  a 
team. 

The  same  is  true  in  the  life  of  the  church.  For  us  to  be 
successful  we  must  play  as  a  unified  team.  For  that  to  be 
possible  we  must  be  willing  to  serve  one  another.  There  is 
no  room  for  arrogance  or  selfishness  on  a  team.  Paul  gave 
us  insight  into  serving  one  another  and  achieving  unity. 

Each  Christian  must  concentrate  on  building  up  his 
neighbor  (vv.  1-2).  In  Chapter  14  Paul  spoke  of  a  dispute 
that  was  common  in  the  churches  of  his  day.  It  was  basical¬ 
ly  a  Jewish  Christian/Gentile  Christian  issue.  The  Jewish 
Christians  were  more  concerned  with  traditional  Jewish 
beliefs  than  were  the  Gentile  Christians.  This  caused  a  con¬ 
flict  between  the  two  groups.  It  was  a  difference  of  opinion, 
but  neither  side  was  wrong.  There  was  nothing  wrong  with 
observing  some  traditional  Jewish  rites,  and  there  was  noth¬ 
ing  wrong  with  not  observing  them.  What  was  wrong  was 
to  criticize  the  other  group  for  not  seeing  it  your  way.  So 
Paul  told  them  to  encourage  each  other. 

It  Ls  indeed  likely  that  Christians  will  hold  differing  but 
valid  views  on  certain  issues.  Not  all  issues  are  black  and 
white.  Many  are  gray.  Paul  never  compromised  on  the 
black  and  white  issues,  but  he  encouraged  mutual  accep¬ 
tance  on  the  gray  ones.  We  do  not  have  to  agree  on  every 
issue,  but  we  do  have  to  accept,  support,  and  love  one 
another  When  we  love  one  another  and  focus  on  what  we 
have  in  common,  unity  will  occur. 

Jesus  is  our  finest  example  of  sacrificial  service  (vv.  3- 
6).  Jesus  certainly  was  not  pleasing  himself  when  he 
endured  the  cross.  He  limited  himself  for  our  sake.  The  sin¬ 
less  oik*  took  on  the  sin  of  the  world  for  our  sake.  He  could 
have  overcome  his  opponents  easily,  but  he  chose  not  to. 
Paul  held  up  Jesus  as  an  example  for  us  to  follow.  We  are 
at  our  strongest  when  we  humble  ourselves  so  another  can 
be  exalted. 

The  result  of  following  this  example  of  Christ  will  be 
church  unity  (v.  5).  It  is  then  that  the  world  and  the  devil 
will  hear  one  strong  voice  and  not  many  weak  ones  (v.  6). 
Only  when  we  arc  one  will  we  be  able  to  carry  out  God’s 
will  in  our  community.  Yet  we  must  never  confuse  unity 
with  uniformity. 

Jesus  is  our  finest  example  of  the  acceptance  of  others 
(w.  7-1 2).  Paul  spoke  to  both  groups  when  he  called  on 
them  to  accept  one  another  as  Christ  had  accepted  them. 
Christ  received  all  people  and  was  God’s  minister  to  both 
Jews  (Peter)  and  Gentiles  (Roman  centurion).  Paul  urged 
both  groups  to  accept  the  other.  Respect  and  acceptance  is 
in  the  job  description  of  every  believer. 

Paul  then  pointed  to  Scripture  to  strengthen  further  his 
position  that  they  must  love  and  accept  all  believers  (vv.  8- 
12).  He  reminded  the  Gentiles  that  they  had  been  accepted 
by  a  Jewish  messiah  and  thus  must  not  reject  their  Jewish 
brethren  (v.  8).  On  the  other  hand,  the  Jewish  Christians 
must  realize  that  the  mission  of  Christ  had  always  had  the 
Gentiles  in  view  (w.  9-12).  In  sum,  Christ  was  a  minister 
to  both  Jew  and  Gentile,  so  we  also  must  minister  to  all. 
Jesus  wasn’t  selective  and  neither  must  we  be. 

Joy,  hope,  and  peace  come  through  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  (v.  13).  Paul  prayed  that  his  readers  be  filled 
with  peace,  hope,  and  joy.  This  is  made  possible  through 
the  indwelling  presence  of  the  Holy  Spint.  It  is  difficult  to 
have  peace  wlien  a  church  is  in  conflict.  Conflict  is  guaran¬ 
teed  where  there  is  not  a  spirit  of  acceptance  and  respect 
among  the  membership.  Yet  where  there  is  acceptance  and 
unity.  *hcre  is  peace. 

None  of  us  were  saved  because  we  were  good  or  worthy. 
None  of  us  were  saved  because  we  had  impressed  God  with 
our  exeptplary  conduct.  We  were  saved  because  Christ 
accepted  us  in  spite  of  our  sinfulness.  The  least  we  can  do 
is  accept  each  other. 

Pourciau  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Louisville. 
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Life  and  Work 

Pathways  of  faith 


Bible  Book 

Affirmation  of  faith 


By  Laura  Russell 
Genesis  32:9-lla;  33:1-4, 8-10 


Jacob  was  a  man  who  could  not  get  away  from  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  an  old  wrong.  Many  years  before,  Jacob  had 
defrauded  Esau.  He  got  away  to  a  safe  distance,  and  he  had 
stayed  there  a  long  tune.  But  he  wanted  to  go  back  home; 
however,  Esau  was  there.  What  would  Esau  do  if  Jacob 
came  back? 

Jacob  prays  about  a  damaged  relationship  (32:9-lla). 
Jacob’s  couriers  informed  him  that  Esau  was  on  his  way 
from  Edom  with  400  men.  Jacob  had  much  fear  in  his  heart 
as  he  remembered  his  brother’s  threats  of  years  before  and 
imagined  that  Esau  was  making  plans  for  revenge.  Four 
hundred  men  under  the  leadership  of  an  angry  man  could 
be  dangerous.  So  Jacob  did  something  that  guaranteed  his'' 
safety.  He  went  to  the  Lord  in  humble  prayer.  This  is  a 
remarkable  prayer  for  Jacob  to  pray.  It  is  not  pious  or  for¬ 
mal,  but  a  spontaneous  expression  of  a  heart  full  of  fear  and 
anxiety.  It  shows  that  in  spite  of  all  his  deceitful  actions 
Jacob  has  not  lost  contact  with  God.  When  we  face  a  diffi¬ 
cult  conflict,  we  can  run  frantically  about  or  we  can  pause 
to  pray,  as  Jacob  did.  Which  approach  will  be  more  effec¬ 
tive? 

Jacob  prepares  for  Esau’s  coming  (33:1-3).  The  dread¬ 
ed  moment  has  finally  come  when  Jacob  ifr*to  meet  Esau 
face  to  face.  One  last  precautionary  measure  had  to  be 
taken.  Jacob  put  himself  first  in  the  way  of  danger,  if  there 
was  to  be  any.  Then  he  arranges  his  wives  and  children  in 
order  so,  that  the  most  beautiful  and  best  loved  came  last, 
in  an  effort  to  spare  them.  After  that  was  done,  with  fear 
and  trepidation,  but  also  with  his  most  engaging  manner, 
Jacob  met  Esau  and  bowed  before  him  seven  times.  This 
was  a  sign  of  respect  given  to  a  king.  Jacob  was  taking 
every  precaution  as  he  met  Esau,  hoping  to  dispel  any 
thoughts  of  revenge. 

Jacob  and  Esau  meet  (33:4).  Esau  runs  to  meet  Jacob, 
embraces  him,  falls  on  his  neck  and  kisses  him.  Imagine 
how  difficult  this  must  have  been  for  a  man  who  once  had 
actually  plotted  his  brother’s  death  (27:41).  But  time  away 
from  each  other  allowed  the  bittrt1  wounds  to  heal.  With  the 
passing  of  time,  each  brother  was  able  to  see  that  their  rela¬ 
tionship  was  more  important  than  anything. 

Jacob  and  Esau  are  reconciled  (33:8-10).  Esau’s  heart 
was  changed.  God  had  turned  his  hatred  into  love.  He  came 
to  meet  Jacob  with  understanding  and  forgiveness.  In  the 
20  years  that  had  intervened,  the  controlling  hand  of  God 
had  brought  changes  in  both  men.  How  refreshing  to  see 
Esau’s  change  of  heart  when  the  brothers  meet  again.  The 
bitterness  of  losing  his  birthright  and  blessing  seems  gone. 
We  must  trust  God  and  call  upon  him  in  times  of  trouble. 
God  has  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  hands  and  can  turn 
them  around  when  he  chooses. 

And  many  a  man  with  life  out  of  tune. 

And  battered  and  scarred  with  sin. 

Is  auctioned  cheap  to  the  thoughtless  crowd, 

Much  like  the  old  violin. 

He  is  “going”  once,  and  “going”  twice, 

He’s  “going”  and  almost  “gone.” 

But  the  Master  comes,  and  the  foolish  crowd 
Never  can  quite  understand 
The  worth  of  a  soul  and  the  change  that’s  wrought 
By  the  touch  of  the  Master’s  hand. 

— from  “The  Touch  of  the  Master’s  Hand,”  by 
Myra  Brooks  Welch 

Life  can  bring  us  some  bad  situations.  We  can  feel  cheat¬ 
ed  and  bitter  as  Esau  did,  but  we  do  not  have  to  remain  that 
way.  We  can  choose  to  do  what  Esau  did  and  remove  the 
bitterness  from  our  lives.  We  can  do  this  by  honestly 
expressing  our  feelings  to  God,  forgiving  those  who 
wronged  us,  seek  a  reconciliation,  and  then  be  content  with 
what  we  have. 

Russell  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Brandon. 


By  Guy  A.  Hughes 
Psalms  23, 27 


A  few  years  ago  during  Christmas  a  faithful  church  mem¬ 
ber  and  I  visited  a  family  in  need.  I  knocked  and  heard  the 
pitter-patter  of  little  feet  as  the  children  scampered  to  see 
the  unexpected  visitor.  A  small,  light-haired  girl  of  four 
opened  the  door  and  cried,  “Mama”  when  she  did  not  rec¬ 
ognize  these  strangers. 

A  petite  but  rugged  looking  woman,  with  a  two-year  old 
in  arms,  appeared  in  the  doorway  puzzled  at  the  visit.  She 
invited  us  in,  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  receiving  assis¬ 
tance.  We  were  led  by  flashlight  to  the  living  area.  I 
watched  as  the  four-year-old  opened  the  dark  refrigerator 
and  draw  out  an  open  jar  of  peanut  butter  with  a  fork  stuck 
in  it.  She  ate  as  she  listened  to  u^talk.  “I’m  expecting  my 
husband  to  come  back  Times  have  been  tough  and  he  left 
to  try  to  get  a  better  job,”  she  said  so  half-heartedly  we 
knew  she  was  unsure  of  her  husband’s  intentions.  The  four- 
year-old  chimed  in,  “We’re  going  to  have  a  good  Christmas 
when  Daddy  comes  back.” 

Her  faith  in  Daddy  was  futile.  The  only  presents  she  got 
that  Christmas  were  from  loving  members  of  the  Lord’s 
church  and  neighbors  who  cared.  Before  long  the  little  girl 
would  give  up  looking  for  Daddy.  Whereas,  we  human 
fathers  sometimes  disappoint  our  children,  our  heavenly 
Father  will  never  disappoint  us. 

The  God  who  provides  abundantly  (23:1-6).  David 
drew  on  his  experiences  as  a  shepherd  to  describe  how  God 
provides  for  us.  A  good  shepherd  would  lead  his  flock  to 
rest  and  security.  The  shepterd  leads  his  sheep  faithfully 
because  the  condition  of  the  flock  is  a  reflection  of  the 
nature  of  the  shepherd’s  work  and  character.  God  leads  us 
for  his  “name’s  sake.”  God’s  people  will  have  what  they 
need  because  his  love  commands  it.  The  shepherd  protects 
his  sheep  and  they  need  not  fear.  God’s  children  need  not 
fear  the  darkness  because  he  assures  us  of  his  presence.  We 
should  fear  our  greatest  enemy,  death,  as  much  as  we  fear 
our  own  shadow. 

Just  as  the  shepherd  faithfully  prepared  food  for  his  sheep 
as  the  hungry  wolf  walked  by,  God  prepares  a  feast  for  us 
in  the  presence  of  our  enemies.  The  good  shepherd  never 
quits  discharging  his  duties  just  as  God  will  always  exer¬ 
cise  his  goodness  and  mercy  forever. 

Blessings  of  trust  in  the  Lord  (27:1-4).  David  wrote  this 
in  the  face  of  much  opposition.  God  has  never  promised  his 
people  an  easy  life  but  he  did  promise  us  help  to  live  it.  Our 
trials  and  sorrows  will  appear  but  they  will  never  prevail. 
God  was  David’s  “light”  in  a  dark  world.  My  two  girls, 
Leah  and  Kristen,  love  to  have  a  night  light.  A  little  light 
does  wonders  to  dispel  the  fears  of  a  dark  room.  Why 
should  we  be  afraid  to  live  in  this  dark  world  when  Jesus 
loudly  proclaimed  himself  as  the  light  of  the  world?  Like  a  . 
candle  needs  its  wax  and  a  flashlight  needs  its  battery,  the 
people  of  God  need  the  energizing  presence  of  God’s  spirit- 
fire  as  we  worship  Him  in  our  homes  and  churches. 

Prayer  for  the  Lord’s  blessings  (27:10-14).  Every  child 
who  lives  deserves  the  love  of  his  mother  and  father.  Sadly, 
in  this  world  distorted  by  sin,  it  is  not  always  the  case. 

Verse  10  holds  a  tremendous  promise,  “When  my  father 
and  mother  forsake  me,  then  the  Lord  will  take  me  up”. 
Scoffers  point  at  the  starving  children  of  the  world  and 
shake  their  other  fist  at  God.  Eternity  will  prove  that  every 
hand  that  points  a  finger  at  God  in  bitterness  will  have  four 
fingers  pointing  back  at  themselves.  Man  alone  is  responsi¬ 
ble  for  his  terrible  plight.  Like  David,  “I  am  still  confident 
of  this:  I  will  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the 
living”  (v.  13). 

My  favorite  gospel  tract  is  entitled,  “Somebody  Loves 
Me.”  The  tract  opens  with  several  pictures  of  a  small  child 
being  beaten  by  his  alcoholic  father  because  he  did  not  pan¬ 
handle  enough  money  to  buy  a  bottle  of  whiskey  for  the 
day.  Angrily  sending  his  son  back  to  the  streets  to  beg,  the 
rain  and  cold  come,  exposing  the  boy  to  the  elements.  Fear¬ 
fully,  he  climbs  into  a  crate  in  the  alley  to  spend  the  night 
where  he  sees  a  picture  tract  of  God’s  love  given  to  man 
upon  the  cross.  Clinging  to  the  tract  the  boy  falls  asleep  and 
dies  overnight  due  to  exposure.  And  the  closing  scene 
depicts  an  angel  of  the  Lord  lifting  the  boy  from  the  crate, 
ushering  him  to  the  joys  of  paradise. 

Hughes  is  pastor.  Friendship  Church,  Grenada. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of 
Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay 
tribute  to  others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium. 
This  feature  is“hope  fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and 
respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 
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MEMORIALS 


Mr.  A  Mr*.  A JL  Patman 
Dr.  Ml  Mr*.  Jimmy  Porter 
Jame*.  Mary  Aka  A  Hal  Clatk 
Mr.  aal  Mr*.  Jama*  Ray 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Walter  B.  Moot* 
Martha  auvd  Franklin  Rayburn 
Mn.  John  A.  Bryant 
Bill  aal  Carolyn  Rama* 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  DJ>.  Reeve* 

Rev.  and  Mr*.  Chart**  Rodger* 
Jam*.  Mary  Aka  A  Hal  Oatk 
Qujett  Ruaaum 
Deacon*  of  FBC  Picayune 
Mr.  and  Mr*.  Denning  Srtiattman 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pm*  Pajenb  C.L.U. 


Mr.  A  Mr*.  Prank  Pajerski  C.LU. 
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SBC  statistics  up  in  8  key  categories 


1992-1991  Change 
Numerical  Percent 

237  0.6 

-28,821  -7.3 

127,203  0.8 

78,720  1.0 

23,486  1.1 

10311  0.6 

-9,805  -0.8 

12,672  2.1 

$194,028,885  4.1 

$19,682,479  2.7 


1992 

38,458 
36?, 847 
15,365,486 
8,262,521 
2,226,013 
1,886,121 
1,190,908 
614,366 
$4,899,015,605 
$751,773,457 


1991 

38,221 
396,668 
15,238,283 
8,183,801 
'  2,202,527 

1,875,610 
1,200,713 
601,694 
$4,704,986,720 
$732,090,978 


Churches 

Baptisms 

Church  Membership 
Ongoing  Sunday  School  Enrollment 
Discipleship  Training  Enrollment/Participation 
Ongoing  Music  Ministry  Enrollment 
Ongoing  WMU  Enrollment 
Brotherhood  Enrollment/Participation 
Total  Tithes,  Offerings,  Special  Gifts 
Mission  Expenditures 


Southern  Baptist  Statistical  Summary  —  Mississippi 


NASHVILLE  —  Sunday  School  Board  President  James  T.  Draper  Jr. 
(center)  greeted  Henry  Blackaby  (left)  who  spoke  on  spiritual  awakening 
Feb.  9  to  BSSB  trustees.  Blackaby  is  co-author  of  “A  Fresh  Encounter  with 
God,"  a  joint  venture  with  the  Home  Mission  Board,  to  be  released  this 
summer.  Looking  on  is  Roy  Miller,  recording  secretary  of  the  trustee 
board  from  Lexington,  Tenn.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Venemen) 

Blackaby: 

Christian  revival  is  first 
step  for  America’s  healing 

By  Linda  Lawson 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Too  many  “We’ve  substituted  pageantry  for 
Christians  in  America  today  have  worship,”  he  said.  “If  you  can  go 
such  a  distant  relationship  to  God  into  worship  and  come  out  the 
they  don’t  recognize  that  the  mes-  same,  you  haven’t  encountered 
sage,  “Repent,  the  kingdom  of  him.  In  much  of  what  we're  doing, 
God  is  at  hand,”  is  meant  for  them,  we’re  portraying  the  glory  of  man 
the  director  of  spiritual  awakening  and  the  glory  of  methods.” 
at  the  Home  Mission  Board  told  God  provides  a  plumbline  to 
trustees  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  enable  Christians  to  know  and 
School  Board  Feb.  9.  understand  his  standards,  Blacka- 

“ Folks,  the  healing  of  America  by  said, 
waits  on  the  repentance  of  God’s  “We  compare  ourselves  with 
people,"  said  Henry  Blackaby.  “If  ourselves  rather  than  the 
God’s  people  do  not  return  to  God,  plumbline  of  God.  I  believe  God  is 
his  redemptive  purpose  comes  to  a  putting  the  spiritual  plumbline 
halt.”  right  down  the  middle  of  Southern 

Noting  spiritual  awakening  in  Baptists,”  he  said. 

America  has  not  occurred  since  As  Christians  better  understand 
1857-58,  he  said  spiritual  awaken-  God’s  plumbline,  they  focus  on 
ing  is  always  preceded  by  revival  God’s  principles  rather  than  those 
among  Christians  that  begins  with  of  the  world.  They  are  willing  to 
prayer  among  leaders.  give  themselves  away  for  the  sake 

If  we  will  not  pray,  we  will  not  of  others, 
see  a  mighty  movement  of  God,”  Lawson  writes  for  BSSB. 
said  Blackaby,  co-author^of  a  v 

series  of  resources 


1992-1991  Change 
Numerical  Percent 

5  0.3 

(972)  -6.2 

7,181  1.0 

2,217  0.6 

(1,157)  -0.8 

(752)  -0.7 

(171)  -0.3 

922  2.4 

$10,2%, 185  4.7 

$1,302,635  3.5 


1992 
1,990 
14,717 
691,744 
362,178 
142,369 
106,491 
61,072 
39,173 
$228,259,515 
$38,959,088 


1991 
1,985 
15,689 
684363 
359,%  1 
143326 
107,243 
61,243 
38,251 
$217,%3330 
$37,656,453 


Churches  * 

Baptisms 

Church  Membership 
Ongoing  Sunday  School  Enrollment 
Discipleship  Training  Enrollment/Participation 
Ongoing  Music  Ministry  Enrollment 
Ongoing  WMIJ  Enrollment 
Brotherhood  Enrollment/Participation 
Total  Tithes,  Offerings,  Special  Gifts 
Mission  Expenditures 


Brotherhood’s  1992  voluntarism  equals 
$67  million  to  home,  foreign  missions 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The 


tors  reporting  volunteer  activity, 
time  and  labor  of  Southern  Baptist  Williams  said  there  were  75,341 
Brotherhood  missions  volunteers  missions  volunteers  recruited 
equaled  an  estimated  $67.4  million  through  Brotherhood  who  partici- 
in  1992,  according  to  James  D.  pated  in  8,905  national  and  inter- 
Williams,  Brotherhood  Commis-  national  projects, 
sion  president.  The  inter-agency  Volunteers  in 

With  27  state  Brotherhood  direc-  Missions  Task  Force  assigns  a  dol¬ 


lar  value  to  the  volunteers’  work. 
The  task  force  estimates  that  each 
volunteer  spends  an  average  of 
three  days  on  a  project  and  that  the 
average  missionary  salary  is 
$30,000  per  year.  Applying  this 
formula  to  the  60,883  Brotherhood 
missions  volunteers  reported  in 
non-construction  projects,  the  vol¬ 
unteers’  time  and  labor  is  valued  at 
about  $24.9  million. 

“This  $24.9  figure  is  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  about  830  career  mission¬ 
ary  annual  salaries,”  said  Jim 
Furgerson,  Baptist  Men’s  director 
for  the  Brotherhood  Commission. 

In  addition,  14,458  Brotherhood 
construction  volunteers  accom¬ 
plished  1,701  mission  construction 
projects,  1%  outside  the  continen¬ 
tal  United  States.  Furgerson  esti¬ 
mated  that  425  of  these  construc¬ 
tion  projects  were  new  church 
buildings. 

The  state  Brotherhood  directors 
also  reported  projects  undertaken 
by  their  National  Fellowship  of 
Baptists  in  Missions  (NFBM) 
vocational  fellowships,  including 
sports,  performing  arts,  agricul¬ 
ture,  business,  education,  and  med¬ 
ical/dental. 

Of  the  8,905  total  projects 
reported  for  1992,  2,054  were 
overseas  and  involved  3,918  vol¬ 
unteers. 

“This  massive  response  on  the 


A  Fresh 
Encounter  with  God,”  scheduled 


not  pray,  we  will  get  what  we  do 
not  pray  for.”  He  said  “deep  move¬ 
ments  of  God  like  I  have  not  seen” 
are  under  way  in  some  Southern 
Baptist  churches,  particularly  in 
Cahfbnua. 

At  the  same  time,  in  most 
churches,  “we  have  a  spiritual 
holocaust.  It  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  number  of  baptisms.  It 
has  to  do  with  the  holiness  of  the 
people  of  God.  As  go  the  people  of 
God,  so  goes  the  winning  of  the 
rest  of  he  world.” 

The  tendency  of  Christians  and 
churches  is  to  depart  from  God,  to 
substitute  things  such  as  money  or 
methods  for  him.  Blackaby  said. 
Too  many  churches  are  giving  all 
their  emphasis  to  attracting  people 
to  their  churches  rather  than  focus¬ 
ing  on  what  takes  place  when  they 


spirit  is  very  much  alive  among 
our  people,”  Willuuns  said.  “I  see 

this  as  a  hopeful  sign  for  our 

*  -  » 

future. 


